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   Our next SAAUC (Zoom) meeting is…
Friday June 7th, 2024  from 7:30pm

(Details will be sent to members via email)
Location: Connect from wherever you have internet access and the zoom.us app

Dates to remember :

Friday 7th June:  SAAUC Activities 
Meeting Zoom  7.30pm, Travelling 
with Maps.

Apple Event:WWDC (World Wide 
Developers Conference)  June 10th 
- Tuesday 11th, 2:30am Adelaide 
Time

Saturday 27th July: SAAUC 
LUNCH - Venue to be advised.

AdelaideFestival Plaza - Raclette Igloo Experience 

https://www.saauc.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/saauc


A word from our President…

Apple’s May  event ‘Let Loose” was typically  full of beautiful 
graphics emphasising the capabilities  of the devices that Apple 
is known for. The event  was about iPad and the latest models 
in the lineup. 10thJune is WWDC (World Wide Developers 
Conference) where the emphasis is on software and the latest 
versions of all Operating Systems will be displayed. With the 
astonishing explosion of AI in the last twelve months it will be 
interesting to see how much it will figure in the apps of the OS 
updates. If you are really keen to see  the WWDC keynote live, 
you will need to be up at 2:30am, but if, like me, you can wait 
for a more convenient time, it’s always easy to find on the 
Apple website, Apple TV or YouTube. The full Keynote is more 
interesting to me than the condensed versions which often 
leave out interesting details.

Marie Good  

At Unley 
Library.	

Marie is now a 
volunteer at 
Unley Library 
and will be 
assisting with 
Macs and Apple 
devices once a 
month on the 
2nd Wednesday 
of each month 
from 10 to 
midday.	





3G NETWORK is 
closing.
Having just spent three weeks of May 
on a family car journey around the 
mountainous areas of New South 
Wales and Victoria, it became very 
clear how dependent we are on our 
phones to find our way around 
unfamiliar territory. Following on from 
my concern last month about the 
proposed closing down of the 3G 
network, now extended to August, I was 
shocked at the 
number of times 
our phones could 
not pick up a 
signal.  On a 
single bar of 5G it 
would drop out, 
sometimes 
switching to 4G 
or 3G but most 
often to nothing 
and quite often to SOS Satellite. When 
you are trying to follow the road on your 
mobile phone, it gets a bit frustrating, 
especially when an obscure turnoff is 
missed. The areas we were travelling 
through were usually well populated not 
like some outback regions of South 
Australia. I can’t imagine how the 
network will manage after August.

My favourite road app is Apple Maps 
but many people prefer Google Maps. It 
possibly boils down to one’s own 
preference as to which is best. Google 
Maps began in 2005 so had a seven 
year start on Apple Maps. A recent 
email from Mike Millard in Vancouver, 
Canada, highlighted the difference 
between the street view dates of each. 
The photo of my home address in Apple 
Maps is dated 2019. We can probably 
blame covid for that, as well as 
everything else.
As previously mentioned, on my recent 
road trip in NSW and Victoria I had 
quite a bit of trouble getting a good 
enough network connection to track our 
location on my iPhone. A side issue 
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also meant that my iPhone was using 
up a lot of energy trying to find the 
signal and as a result  the battery was 
draining. Turning off WiFi and Bluetooth 
and switching on low battery mode 
helped but I still found the need to top 
up with a battery pack 
I should have thought of it earlier, but it 
took several days before I thought of 
GPS. I remembered I had long ago 
downloaded an app called  Motion X-
GPS. When Maps could not work 
without a cellular connection, MotionX 
could and was able to show my location 
on a detailed map and an arrow 
showing the direction along the road we 
were moving. I must admit I found it a 
bit tricky to work out the settings, but no 
doubt consulting a manual would help.

Back in Adelaide I’ve been doing a bit of 
research and have learnt that MotionX-
GPS is no longer available in the App 

Store but there are other GPS apps to 
be found. My daughter has used 
Maps.me overseas and I have 
downloaded the free version of Sygic 
GPS Navigation. The principle of these 
apps seems to be that you download a 
map of country or a city that you are 
planning to visit  so that you can use 
the maps without needing an internet 
connection and can turn off your mobile 
data. 
I had not noticed that in the release of 
iOS 17, it is now possible to create 
offline maps in Google Maps and  Apple 
Maps and I have just been looking at 
the feature in Apple Maps. It's not the 
simplest  of things to do but it does 
work. We’ll have a look at the various 
options at our June Activities meeting.

http://maps.me


On May 7th, the Apple Event was titled ‘Let 
Loose’ indicating the potential creativity of their 
latest releases of iPad. Some of the following 
words are from Apple's video.
There’s no other device like it.  iPad is 
powerful portable and incredibly versatile in 
classrooms around the world. iPad is helping 
students and teachers bring their lessons and 
learning to life. From architects to engineers 
iPad plays a critical role in helping them to get 
their most important work done in entirely new 
ways. No matter where they are, artists, 
designers and musicians, it provides ways to 
take their ideas and creativity further then ever 
before. With its incredible performance, iPad’s 
an amazing device for playing games and 
enjoying entertainment. It’s this incredible 
versatility that defines iPad.

This is the strongest lineup we’ve ever had. 

iPad Air comes in two sizes, 11 inch and 13 
inch, both featuring M2 chip and choice of 128 
GB, 256 GB, 512 GB or one terabyte capacity

iPad Pro also in two sizes but the first Apple 
product to feature M4 chip and the thinnest of 
any Apple models at 5.3millimetres and 
5.1mm. The iPad Pro features a remarkable 
visual experience by bringing OLED to iPad 
for the very first time uses two OLED displays 
in tandem OLED ultra retina XDR
Both sizes of iPad Pro are most advanced 
display technology HDR - images of the night 
sky in the shadows. Apple silicon M4 and 
advanced Neural engine provides game 
changing display delivering a huge 
performance.
Updates introducing iPad Pro apps Final Cut 
Pro  and Logic Pro 2.
Great cameras and microphones.
New Magic Keyboard. Thinner and lighter, 
matching colours. Function row, aluminum 
palm rest and larger trackpad. Feels just like 
using a MacBook

iPad - ‘Let Loose’



Apple Pencil Pro
Apple have always been known for their graphics and their opening to the video of  

‘Let Loose’ was a stunning example of what the new Apple Pencil Pro can do. 

Entirely new Apple Pencil Pro. New sensor in the barrel to enable new interactions. 
Squeeze gesture with feedback. Gyroscope lets you roll the pencil. Find My 

support. Pairs, charges, and stores magnetically on the side of iPad Pro. 
Developers can create custom interactions. Also works with new iPad Air. 

Cannot be used with earlier iPad models,





Greetings from Hawaii, the 50th state of 
America.
Whilst here, I thought I’d pop down to the local 
Apple Store in Ala Moana Shopping Centre, to 
try out the new Vision Pro’s.
They are fantastic. You can watch movies like 
you are at a cinema. They had a video of a lady 
singing next to her piano, and it felt like you 
were closer than the front row. Also they had 
footage of a rhino coming closer to you, so you 
almost had to brush it aside. There are 3D like 
photos. It has a selection of apps including 
safari, Apple mail, photos, plus a number more. 
And yes, after wearing them for 30 mins, I did 
feel some pressure on my cheeks. Apparently 
they come with an extra strap to help with 
comfort, but not sure if it helps the cheeks 
specifically. I did ask how long people actually 
wear it for, and the Apple guy did say they will 
last approx 2.5 hours before recharging. I 
guess some people will wear them shorter or 
longer times. I haven’t purchased one, as I 
would need lenses created, and that may take 
some time, and I have less than a week left. I 
would also have to order in the U.S region, but 
doubt that I can get the lenses sent to Australia, 
considering Apple hasn’t released the VP in 
Australia as yet. 
The photo is from the Battleship Missouri from 
Pearl Harbour, although I 

didn’t seem to find Apple’s in there, just old 
PC’s like Compaq’s.
Bye for now, 
Rick

Ps I will try and bring back some Hawaiian rain 
to Adelaide 




Editor: Thanks for the rain Rick


An email from Rick Sarkanen
SAAUC Vice President

Posted 17 May 2024



Send me an email with something for publishing in SAAUCery 
info@saauc.org.au.  
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