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Our next SAAUC (Zoom) meeting is…

 Friday April 14th, 2023  from 7:30pm
(Details will be sent to members via email)

Location: Connect from wherever you have internet access and the zoom.us app

Topic: Tips and Tricks - Little known uses on mac and iOS

Dates to remember :
Wednesday 12th April  10- 12
Unley Library. Help with your Apple 
device.

Friday 14th April:  SAAUC Meeting - 
Zoom  7.30pm  (take note this has been 
moved from the first Friday , which is 
Good Friday).

June 5-9, WWDC 2023

https://www.saauc.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/saauc
https://www.facebook.com/saauc
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A word from our President…

As Autumn moves into winter it’s time to relax after all the 
activities of summer and Mad March, in Adelaide, and 
think about the rest of the year.

Our AGM has come and gone and the 2022 Committee 
have agreed to continue as the SAAUC Committee for 
2023. The Committee comprises 
President: Marie Good
Vice President: Rick Sarkanen
Secretary: Judi Crouch
Treasurer: John Bohmer
Member: David Baker
Member: Colin Heal
Member: Philip Kocent
Member: Peter  Weichmann

Thanks for their ongoing commitment and support to the 
club. Any club member is welcome to sit in on the 
Committee meetings. 

Marie Good  

At	Unley	Library.

Marie	is	now	a	
volunteer	at	Unley	
Library	and	will	be	
assisting	with	Macs	
and	Apple	devices	
once	a	month	on	

the	2nd	
Wednesday	of	each	
month	from	10	to	

midday.

The	Unley	Library	is	
in	the	Unley	Civic	
Centre	at	181	
Unley	Rd,	Unley	-	
opposite	the	Unley	
Shopping	Centre.	

If	you	want	help	with	
your	device	or	want	
to	learn	more	come	
along		and	join	in	the	

	




President’s Report 
2023


We endeavour to cover as many topics of 
interest as possible and during 2022 
presented Quicktime, updates to macOS and 
iOS, Digitising photos, Backups, Passwords 
and Freeform among others. Monthly 
meetings and Committee meetings are all held 
on Zoom which suits us well as a computer 
club. We have a subscription to Screen Casts 
Online which provide us with excellent up to 
date and clear information.

We are wanting to include a couple of face to 
face social gatherings each year and 
SAAUC’s 40th birthday in July was one of 
those occasions. Christmas Lunch in 
December was another and it is good to catch 
up with those who are able to make it. We look 
forward to social gatherings again this year.

SAAUC financial position is healthy. Our Bank 
balance at 31st December was $8,416.75 - 
income $1,255.00 and expenditure $974.49. 
Were we paying for hall hire each month, we 
would not survive long. Membership continues 
to slide by a few each year however the those 
remaining are committed to the friendship and 
support offered to each other.

The Committee would like to hear from any of 
our members and would welcome any 
suggestions or ideas which would enhance the 
membership experience.

 










Shortcuts is an app on macOS, iOS and 
iPadOS that allows users to create 
custom automated workflows to perform 
various tasks on their devices. 

Users can create a new shortcut by 
selecting actions from a list of available 
options or by recording actions directly 
on the device. Shortcuts can be 
triggered in a 
number of ways, such as by running 
them from the app, from a widget, using 
Siri voice commands, or by assigning 
them to a button in the Control Center.

Shortcuts can perform a wide range of 
tasks, such as sending texts, making 
phone calls, controlling smart home 
d e v i c e s , s e t t i n g r e m i n d e r s , 
downloading files, and much more. The 
possibilities are endless and can be 
customized to fit the user's specific 
needs.
Have a go. 

EMOJIS

The latest releases of macOS Ventura 
13.3 and iOS 16.4 include 21 new 
emojis - Apple keeps adding new ones 
regularly. Emojis can be a very useful 
way of conveying your mood, whether 
you are happy or sad , angry or joking , 
friendly or aloof. It is possible to send a 
message to someone without using 
words - I recall reading the former 
Australian Foreign Minister, Julie 
Bishop, was very adept at using them.

These are the latest additions:

🫨 🩵 🩶 🩷🪿
🫸🫷🫎🫏🪽🐦⬛

🪿🪼🪻🫚🫛🪭

🪮🪇🪈 🪯  🛜
What do you think ?🤔 🥱 😳 😱 👍 🤨
🤪 🙄 😠 😡 🤯

SHORTCUTS




Apple Music 
Classical Included with 
Apple Music

Get the app designed specifically for 
classical music. Available to Apple 
Music subscribers at no additional cost. 
Instantly find any recording in the 
world’s largest classical music catalog 
with search built for the genre. Enjoy 
the highest audio quality available (up 
to 192 kHz/24-bit Hi-Res Lossless) and 
hear classical favorites like never 
before in spatial audio, all with zero 
ads.
Apple Music Classical also makes it 
easy for beginners to get acquainted 
with the genre thanks to hundreds of 
Essentials playlists, insightful composer 
biographies, deep-dive guides for many 
key works, and intuitive browsing 
features.

The Ultimate Classical Experience
• Get unlimited access to the world’s 

largest classical music catalog (over 
5million tracks) with everything from 
n e w r e l e a s e s t o c e l e b r a t e d 

masterpieces, plus thousands of 
exclusive albums.

• Search by composer, work, conductor, 
or even catalog number, and find 
specific recordings instantly.
• Listen in the highest audio quality (up 
to 192 kHz/24 bit Hi-Res Lossless) and 
enjoy thousands of recordings in 
immersive spatial audio with Dolby 
Atmos.
• Benefit from complete and accurate 
metadata to make sure you know 
exactly what and who you are playing.
• Learn while you listen, with thousands 
of composer biographies, descriptions 
of key works, and more.
• Listen using AirPlay on compatible 
wireless devices.

Requirements
• Requires an Apple Music subscription 

(Individual, Student, Family, or Apple 
One). Not available with the Apple 
Music Voice Plan.

✮ Classical is only available on iOS 
for iPhone  



If At First You Don’t Succeed, 
See If You 
Can Fool 
Them The 

Second Time 
Around …


I know I’m being facetious here—a bit, 
anyway!

A few years ago, Apple brought out a 
device that you could speak to, that would 
talk back at you, play music you asked it to, 
and even turn lights on and off. It had to be 
connected to your Wi-Fi network to work. 
Apple called it the HomePod. A little while 
later, its baby brother, the HomePod mini, 
was revealed to the world. But the original 
HomePod model did not last very                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
long, and was withdrawn from sale without 
little explanation.

Then … quite recently, Apple introduced a 
new version of the HomePod. I have not 
looked at the specs in detail, but a review I 
just watched says it performs better than its 
ancestor, with a greater range of 
functionality. There are other “smart” 
speakers, but most are cheaper than 
HomePods, which offers commensurate 
better performance and sound quality … 
albeit at at a higher price!

There are several 
good reviews of the 
new model 
HomePod on the 
Internet.


                     

Anyone Remember Y2K?

From October/2018


Anyone remember The Agony and the 
Ecstasy endured by I.T. professionals and 
others “way back then”, wondering if the 
world as going to end when 1999-12-31 
changed into 2000-01-01 on the world’s 
computers? Here’s a short piece I wrote in 
1995 about it ...

Computers and the year 2000:

There was discussion on 
the radio recently that 
raised again a topic that 
has been around for a few 
years, namely “will your 
computer work on 
January 1st/2000?”. The point is significant 
in two quite different ways, but they both 
mean potential disaster for businesses or 
users affected.

The more obvious one is whether a 
computer system can handle the change in 
century or not. To test this, set the time on 
your computer to 11:55 p.m. and the date to 
December 31st/1999, then shut it down.

Wait ten minutes, then re-boot it. If it knows 
about the year 2000, the date should show 
January 1st/2000, at about 12:05 a.m. I 
believe most Macs do know about this; my 
Mac LC did. It seems that many older 
machines were made in a way that will not 
handle the change. PCs and Apple IIs that 
do not have a clock/calendar may be 
affected as well.

The other way that the change in century is 
significant to computer users is whether 
the application software they use is 
designed to handle it, and has nothing at all 
to do with their computer hardware. This 
may be particularly relevant to software Editor: I love my pair of original Homepods



that has been running for years on corporate 
mainframe computers. It has been very 
common to design data records that store 
dates in yymmdd format (e.g. 991225 for 
December 25th/1999), that does not account 
for the century. Following this convention, 
January 31st/2000 would become 000131. 
To the computer, “000131” is LESS than 
“951225”, not greater. I’m sure most 
organisations have this matter well in hand. 
The surprises will come from obscure 
applications that have been running 
unchanged for years, and for which no-one 
can remember where the program code can 
be found to change it.


Why the Floppy 
Disc Just Won’t Die


<https://www.wired.co.uk/
article/why-the-floppy-disk-just-wont-die>


“…Not the razor; I make my 
money on the blades!”  Mr. 

Gillette





It’s Tax Time in Canada right now! When 
we must declare truthfully—or not?—what 
money came to us in the last calendar year, 
put it all in a “tax return” and send that off 
to our beloved Canada Revenue Agency 
(aka the “CRA”) by April/30th.

In Canada we must complete a tax return by 
filling in forms—luckily it can be done 
using software nowadays. I gather that in 
the U.K. they don’t have to do that—
agencies who paid money to someone send 
a copy of that information to their Inland 
Revenue, who (basically) prepare a tax 
return themselves. I can’t remember what 
the ATO makes you do.

Many Canadians, including myself, do our 
own tax returns, but there are many for 
whom this task can be too daunting. There 
are commercial outfits who will do your 
return for a fee, but for someone on a 
limited income this can be quite an 
unreasonable expense. 

But “there are ways …” around this for 
such folk. The CRA has a scheme inviting 
knowledgeable persons to volunteer to do 
the tax returns for people “on limited 
incomes”, at no cost. Volunteers must be 
associated with a local community 
organization, and have time to do this work 
in March and April. I got into this about 
fifteen years ago, and have found it a 
rewarding experience. (A smallish effort on 
my part becomes a great relief to a client to 
know that their taxes have been done and 
safely consigned to the CRA.)

I currently work under the auspices of a 
local Seniors’ Centre. Clients are supposed 


Taxing Times


https://www.wired.co.uk/article/why-the-floppy-disk-just-wont-die
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to be only members of the Centre, though 
other agencies accept “all comers”. We are 
supplied with a customized version of tax 
preparation software at no charge—and a 
Windows PC, if necessary. For us, clients 
bring their tax papers to the Centre, we pick 
up several to work on at home, then take a 
copy of their returns back to the Centre for 
clients to pick up.

Of course(!) returns are transmitted 
electronically to 
the CRA. 
Literally within 
seconds a receipt 
is returned, 
saying that a 
return has been 
accepted—or not, 
giving reasons; 
that’s when we 
have to find out 
why, and correct 
it. (For example, a client’s name must 
match exactly its spelling on the CRA 
record, even if the CRA record has it 
wrong!) 

Being that the great majority of our clients 
are Seniors, mostly their returns can involve 
just a couple of government pensions, 
sometimes bank interest or a pension from 
their former work place. A portion of 
medical expenses can be claimed against 
income.

It took me a while to realize I could ignore 
any medical receipts submitted if no tax 
was owed! Most clients would clip all their 
receipts together and total them; some 


would not. For ages I would drag out the 
calculator and bang all the amounts into it. I 
would worry if I had miskeyed any amount; 
with just a numerical display of the total, it 
was obviously impossible to tell if I had 
entered any amount wrongly (or not at all!). 
Finally, with a spectacular flash of 
inspiration, I opened a new spreadsheet in 
Numbers, keyed in all the receipt amounts 
in a blank column, then SUMed then. 

Voila!! A total, and I 
could check all 
numbers entered 
against the amount 
on the receipts.

We volunteers are 
not trained tax 
experts, so we may 
decline to work on a 
return if its contents 
are beyond our 
limits. I must see at 

least one such return each season, 
sometimes getting well into its depths 
before I realize it is beyond me …

(I enjoy doing this tax work, as I enjoy 
writing words to go into SAAUCery each 
month!!)


All the best,

 



Send me an email for publishing in SAAUCery. Your words 
will be welcomed.  info@saauc.org.au          
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