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Our next SAAUC (Zoom) meeting is…

Friday March 3rd, 2023 
from 7:30pm

SAUUC AGM

(Details will be sent to members via email)

Location: Connect from wherever you have internet access and the zoom.us app 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A word from our President... 

Currently I’m sitting on a ship in 
the middle of the South Pacific 

pondering on the difficulties of 
keeping in touch with home when travelling. Before leaving 
Adelaide, I made sure I would be able to use my Telstra 
number when visiting a foreign country - it would cost $10 
for a twenty four period. It is only charged if the twenty four 
hour period is activated.  There is wifi on the ship but I 
didn’t want to double up on the cost so determined I would 
only use the phone when I went ashore. First port of call 
was French Noumea, New Caledonia. The local network, 
Digicel, kicked in and I thought that France would ensure 
that their territory would have a great service. Not so, the 
telephone network was on 3G and my iPhone 13 Pro 
would have none of it. I spent a considerable amount of 
time checking every setting I could think of but could not 
get an internet connection. Did get a free wifi connection at 
a stunning Cultural Centre which worked well enough to 
check some stuff but my main bigpond email would not 
work. Also impossible was sending text messages to 
Android phones. The only bright spot seemed to be that 
Telstra didn’t charge $10. Next stop Fiji and, even though 
the country appeared to be poorer, their network was 4G 
and I was able to look things up. But still no texts to 
Androids. Phone calls were possible and even FaceTime. 
It only lasted a short time and distance once the ship 
headed back out to sea. I capitulated and signed up for the 
ship’s wifi for the remaining 5 days of the trip, as we were 
not going ashore again. I had been jealously eyeing 
people who were using their phones and iPads. Well, the 
speed is woeful, 2Mbps if you’re lucky. Still hates Androids, 
though I believe there is a workaround - need to change 
the Messages settings from MMS to SMS, which I’m not 
going to do. The reason I’m not fussed any more is 
because I can actually make phone calls on this wifi. I’m 
not going to attempt a FaceTime call, that would be a 
bridge too far. And my Bigpond email is working - no idea 
why. 
I’m not sure what the moral of this story is 🤔  Perhaps it’s 
to be thankful that we live in a privileged country where we have the opportunity to choose how fast our 
internet is and, for the majority of us, not to worry about our day to day existence.

**Don’t forget our AGM on Friday 3rd March**

Regards

Marie 
Send me an email for publishing in SAAUCery. Your words will be welcomed. info@saauc.org.au 
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Mike’s Musings


The MacMost Web Page

I recently found a website full of how to’s for many small tasks and routines 
you may need to do on your Mac. It is run by a friendly bloke named Gary. 
You’ll find it at www.macmost.com. I won’t try to outline stuff on it; much 
easier to go to the website yourself. But I will exemplify a couple of items.
You have just bought a new hard drive (or memory stick). “How do I format this drive for my system?” Go to 
the website; a whole slew of routines are listed there, right on the first page of the site! My suggestion is to 
list the whole page, and go looking for that particular set of instructions. (Oh, if you need to format a memory 
stick for use in a PC occasionally, do NOT use Mac format; use the Windows ExFormat; Macs understand 
this format!) 
< https://macmost.com/how-should-you-format-an-external-drive-for-a-mac.html>
I have not explored more than a couple of Gary’s hints, but another one I found interesting is exploring what 
the “simple” calculator in MacOS can do. (It has a load of hidden talents not showing on its “front cover”.) At 
the macmost webpage, type mac calculator in the Search box at the top right of the page.

 

From the January/1995 edition of the ApplesBC  newsletter

Many people will have seen the news stories about a fault in Intel's Pentium chips—there was a small but 
significant error in long division. Intel was roundly chastised for keeping news of the fault a secret; it did little 
for their public image, either. Around the Internet, Pentium jokes were rampant. Here is a selection:

Q:  How many Pentium designers does it take to screw in a light bulb?  
A:  1.99904274017, but that's close enough for non-technical people.

Q:  What do you get when you cross a Pentium PC with a research grant?  
A:  A mad scientist.

Q:  What's another name for the "Intel Inside" sticker they put on Pentiums?  
A:  The warning label.

Q:  What do you call a series of FDIV instructions on a Pentium?  
A:  Successive approximations.

Q:  Complete the following word analogy: Add is to Subtract as Multiply is to: 
1)  Divide  
2)  ROUND  
3)  RANDOM 
4)  On a Pentium, all of the above  

A:  Number 4.

 

Cheers, 

Mike Millard




Page  of 3 4

https://macmost.com/how-should-you-format-an-external-drive-for-a-mac.html


Page  of 4 4


	Our next SAAUC (Zoom) meeting is…

