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Our next SAAUC (Zoom) meeting is…

Friday July 2nd, 2021 

from 7:30pm


LifeTimeLine

(Details will me sent to members via email)

Location: Connect from wherever you have internet access and the zoom.us app
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A word from our President…


In May Apple announced that Music 
subscribers would be able to listen to 
Lossless Audio and Spatial Audio with 

Dolby Atmos at 
no extra cost. It 
was quietly 
rolled out on 
June 7th. It has 
been said that 
most people 
would not be 
able to tell the 
difference in 
listening to the 
Lossless format, 

however Dolby Atmos is quite distinctive. 
I’ve been looking at Apple Music on my 
iPhone and have noticed that most tracks 
show the Lossless Logo but the higher 
quality recordings generally have the three 
symbols of Dolby Atmos, Hi-Res Lossless 
and Apple Digital. I have seen just two 
together - Lossless and Apple Digital 
Master.
        


                        


The settings for the Music app can be 
changed in the current iOS 14.6. Dolby 
Atmos has a choice of Automatic, Always 
On or Off and Audio Quality has a choice 
for Lossless Audio. There are four choices 
of data streaming - High Efficiency, High 
Quality, Lossless and High-Resolution 
Lossless. The consumption of data 
required for a three minute song is 1.5MB, 
6MB, 36MB and 145MB respectively.


Now, I have a pair of HomePods, so I 
thought I’d try to see if the Lossless and 
Dolby Atmos would make a difference to 
the sound.  After all, my iPhone states 

"Automatic will play in Dolby Atmos and 
other Dolby formats whenever connected 
to capable outputs like AirPods, AirPods 
Pro, AirPods Max 9 (when spatial audio is 
turned on), and supported headphones or 
Apple Devices”. I figured my HomePods 
being Apple devices it should be a shoe in. 
The sound from the HomePods is amazing 
but I was suspicious about whether it was 
playing Lossless and Dolby Atmos. 
According to various websites, Lossless is 
supported on iPhone, iPad, Mac and Apple 
TV but NOT on AirPods, AirPods Pro, 
AirPods Max, HomePod and HomePod 
mini. Dolby Atmos will work with all the 
AirPods and Beats earphones and Mac 
macOS Big Sur 11.4 or later but to get it to 
play on the HomePods it has to go through 
an Apple TV4K. It’s somewhat confusing 
and disappointing that the HomePods 
don’t just play Dolby Atmos. Hopefully that 
is in the pipeline. In the mean time I need 
to decide whether to update my Apple TV 
3 to the latest 4K model to see if the 
Spatial Audio of Dolby Atmos is worth the 
hype. I may just wait for iOS15 to see if it 
makes a difference. If you have AirPods 
give it a go, but you do need an Apple 
Music subscription.

Hope to see you at our Zoom meeting 
Friday 2nd July. The Presentation by 
LifeTimeLine should be very interesting.

Regards


Marie Good


SAAUC President
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Mike’s Musings


MY Apple //c


In the June issue of SAAUCery I alluded to 
the September/1984 issue of the 

ApplesBC 
Computer 
Society’s 
newsletter—a 
PDF copy of 
which I posted 
to the Club’s 
Google Groups 
page— in 

which they 
described in great detail the new Apple //c 
computer that had just been announced. 
This interested me, as our first home 
computer was a //c we bought some time 
in 1986. The //c had a built-in keyboard, 
two serial ports—for printer and modem—
a port for an external drive and a video 
port where you connected an external 
monitor.

But the //c we bought was a bit different 
from what was described in the article. For 
a start, the LED flat-screen monitor never 
appeared in retail in Canada. Instead, 
Apple offered a 9-inch monitor—I think it 
was monochrome green text on a black 
background. I think I may have bought a 
mouse with it. (A submarine game I bought 
at the same time showed the path of the 
sub as a series of green dots!)

Before this, Apple had their ImageWriter I 
printer. But about the same time as the //c 
appeared they introduced their new 
ImageWriter II, with its 9-pin print-head. 
And you could print in colour—you put on 
the black ink cartridge for text work, and 
swapped it for the tri-colour cartridge to 
print colour. (This was a great advance, 
but it had drawbacks. If you printed a lot in 
one colour, and that one wore out, you had 
to replace the cartridge, even if the other 
two colours had lots left in them! And  
forgetting to take the colour cartridge out 
and going ahead to print a multi-page 

document in “Black” text could be a quite 
expensive oversight!)

Some Old Apple II-heads would ask “why a 
new Apple // that you can’t upgrade 
yourself?” when there was already the 
Apple ][e that could be upgraded 
extensively. My contention to them was 
always that the //c provided just the 
facilities I wanted, built in and therefore 
less prone to play up compared to things 
you installed yourself. Besides, to equip a ]
[e with all that could provide the same 
functionality as a //c ended up costing 
quite a bit more!

Now … the standard Apple floppy discs of 
this time were 5-1/4 inch ones that held 
143K bytes. Many ][e owners had two such 
drives on their machines. But concurrent 
with the //c’s release, Apple came out with 
the Unidisk 3.5, a drive that took the 
“newer than new” 3.5-inch discs that held 
an “unbelievable 800KBytes!! I bought one 
for my //c, and found its large capacity very 
useful. (I can’t remember if these Unidisks 
worked on a ][e with the right controller 
card, or not.) Oh, 800KB was twice  the 
400KB capacity of the 3.5-inch floppy 
drives introduced on the first Macs!

For software, ProDOS was the new O/S 
for the //c that worked much better than 
Apple’s DOS 3.3 being run then on many ]
[es. AppleWorks for the Apple machines 
had just come out. I bought a copy and 
found it was quite capable—it offered 
word-processing, spreadsheets and a 
simple database. All this served me very 
well for a few years before I upgraded to 
an Apple IIGS. What an improvement! (But 
that’s a story for another time.)


My New Home


(I think I have mentioned in recent months 
that I am moving from the house I have 
lived in for over thirty-three years and 
move into a co-housing development—like 
Christie Walk in Adelaide—not far away. 
My unit/condo is 840 square feet—sorry, 
we still use Imperial for house dimensions 
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over here!—half the size of my house. It is 
now “pretty well” finished …) It is in the 
suburb of North Vancouver.

For the past three months we have been 
told that our building could be ready for us 
to start moving in on July 19/20. But in the 
last couple of weeks, a few things seem to 
have come up that are “niggling” the 
building inspectors, who won’t “sign off” 
until they are satisfied those things have 
been “un-niggled”. So it could still be one 
or two weeks before we can take over. 
Fingers crossed … Of course, it will take at 
least a couple of weeks for all 27 of our 
households to move in. I’m happy to wait a 
while!


This is what our building looked like from 
the front a week ago. 


It is essentially of timber construction. Not 
quite to “Passive House” standards, but we 
did get quite a way towards it. Two other 
wings go towards the back lane behind us, 
beyond which is a small creek and a nice 
park. And it is only a block away from the 
main street of shops! My condo is at the 
very right-hand end, on the fourth floor (In 
North American parlance!), at the north-

east corner. Behind this building are two 
wings that go back to a lane, with an open 
courtyard between them. At the top of this 
building an open (but well-fenced!) area 
covers pretty well the whole roof. Up there, 
you’d find BBQs, patio tables, and raised 
garden beds our members would tend. 
And we are only a one-block walk from the 
main street of shops!! Our street carries 
only a moderate amount of through traffic.

Cheers, 


Mike Millard


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