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Our next SAAUC (Zoom) meeting is…

Friday June 4th, 2021 

from 7:30pm


Apple HomeKit

(Details will me sent to members via email)

Location: Connect from wherever you have internet access and the zoom.us app
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A word from our President…


The current COVID breakout in Melbourne 
highlights to all of us how difficult it is to go 
back to pre COVID life and how we have 

not yet come to 
terms with how 
we will be able 
to socialise in 
the future. 
SAAUC has 
made the 
decision that we 
will not be 
holding monthly 
meetings person 
to person for the 

foreseeable future. However, we are 
planning to meet socially a couple of times 
a year and we are looking at a day time 
venue in mid July to be able to discuss 
issues in a group. Date, Place and time to 
be advised.

ZOOM is providing a great platform to 
connect and share without having to 
venture out on a cold night. The App is 
constantly  being updated - the current 
version is 5.6.6 and has small 
improvements being added in each update 
- usually some fun graphics as well.

It is difficult to keep up with all the new 
releases by Apple. Here are a few quick 
observations 

Operating systems

There have been recent updates for 
macOS, iOS, iPadOS, watchOS, tvOS 
which will all receive major updates at the 
WWDC (World Wide Developers 
Conference) which will again be held 
entirely online June 7-11. The main 
keynote address can be viewed live in 
South Australia in the early hours of 
Tuesday 12th June. Usually a couple of 
hours but always interesting watching.

Hardware

The new iMacs are reminiscent of the first 
iMacs with their beautiful glowing colours - 
my first computer was the Bondi Blue iMac 
which now sits in a corner of my office. It 
hasn’t been turned on for years.

HomePod

Apple are discontinuing production of the 
HomePod but not the HomePod Mini. I’m 
glad I have two HomePods as they have 
great sound quality. There is a possibility 
Apple may release new speakers in the 
future.
Apple Music will be providing listeners with 
higher quality  audio in June - ‘Hi Res 
Lossless’. It will be available on the 
HomePod and HomePod Mini but not on 
any of the AirPods.

AirTags

Clever little tracking device. Drawback is 
the covers for them are ridiculously 
expensive. 

Privacy and Security

Most iOS apps are asking for permission 
to keep track of  what I’m doing? This is a 
requirement Apple has imposed to ensure 
that users understand that their every 
move is being tracked and the information 
being passed on to third parties. They put 
it so nicely it is almost hard to say no!

iPhone

I can now ask Siri to open any app and 
she does so without question.

Let’s meet on ZOOM Friday 4th June 7.30 
pm.

Regards


Marie Good


SAAUC President
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…and a word from our Vice 
President…


Apple TV - including a new remote


Apple have released a new version of the 
AppleTV. This is my 
first 4K AppleTV , 
however I currently 
do not own a 4K TV 
myself. So to give it 
a full review 
wouldn’t do it 
justice.

I am impressed by 
the new Siri remote 

which has a touch-enabled 
clickpad for precise control. 
To be able to zoom back or 
forward, is easier than 
previous models, and 
although not a new thing, 
searching by using Siri is 
also quite handy.

The interface is similar to 
other versions, so no major 
change there. Pricing starts 
at $249 (32GB), and up to 
$279 (64GB).


If you’d like to purchase the 
remote separately, it is on 
sale for $79.


Love your Apple!



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Mike’s Musings


Music Mixed 
or, iTunes iNtermingled


I have a pretty big collection of CDs, 
mainly classical—Orchestral, choral and 
some operatic—most of which I have 

“ripped” to an 
iTunes library 
on my Mac. It 
makes for a 
convenient 
way of playing 
one’s music, 
rather than 
putting a CD 

into a player. 
From iTunes, you can play music by Artist, 
Album or Work, or under Playlist you can 
make pieces from one or more albums 
selections on the one playlist.

Classical orchestral, choral and operatic 
works are made up of movements, 
choruses, arias and recitatives, each 
usually taking up their own track on a disc. 
But this set-up is at odds with the way 
iTunes works. It thinks each track on a disc 
is separate to all others. This is OK for 
most popular and jazz music, but definitely 
not for classical. You cannot “aggregate” a 
set of consecutive tracks as a single entity 
in iTunes. (In an opera, you usually like to 
hear the aria follow on immediately from 
the recitative just preceding it!)

This can be annoying … but it can make 
for a unique way of playing what is in your 
iTunes library! Thusly: 
–  On the main iTunes/Music Library 
screen, under Library, click on Songs > 		

Controls > Shuffle > On.  
–   In the main iTunes/ Music window, click 
on Title to arrange the tracks in 			

alphabetical order (or click again to 
put in reverse order); or click again to 		

put them in reverse alphabetical 
sequence. 
–   Click on the “triangle on its side at he 
top of the window to start playing … 

–	 Or, click on Time to play “shortest to 
longest”

(I tried this recently; it took well over an 
hour to get past all the titles beginning with 
An!)


“Windows frozen!”


From “Column 8”, Sydney Morning 
Herald :

Inspired by the ways to remove ice from 
windscreens (C8), John McCartney of 
Mount Coolum (Qld) offers the following 
golden oldie. “Employee texts work on a 
cold winter morning: ‘Windows frozen, 
won’t open.’ Colleague texts back: ‘Gently 
pour some lukewarm water over it and 
then gently tap edges with hammer.’ 
Employee texts back 10 minutes later: 
‘Computer really messed up now.’ ” Of 
course we all know we should turn it off 
and back on again, but there is still 
something so … satisfying … about the 
prospect of “fixing” a malfunctioning 
computer with a hammer!


Two “Quick Fixes”


Here are two “quick fixes” I often [need to
😎 ] use:

“Transposed” Characters: 
You type “caot”, but you meant “coat”. 
–  Put your cursor between the two 
transposed characters. 
–  Press Control-T. 
–  The position of the two characters is 
now reversed. 

A Quick Word-Meaning Look-up: 
This is a quick way to look up the meaning 
of a word or short phrase. 
–  Type the word or phrase anywhere you 
can type it. 
–  Double-click on it to select it. 
–  Right-click once on the words/phrase  
–  Definitions from the macOS dictionaries 
you have installed on your Mac appear.
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Miscellania


A couple of items on the use—or misuse— 
of Apple’s new AirTags: 
< https://www.macrumors.com/2021/04/22/
airtags-for-items-not-pets-children/> 
< https://www.macrumors.com/2021/04/21/
apple-limits-offensive-airtag-engravings/>

I have posted in Google Groups a copy of 
the June/1984 edition of the newsletter of 
the ApplesBC Computer Society, from 
Vancouver, which covers in detail the 
introduction of the Apple //c computer. 
(It’s a PDF file, so cannot be easily tacked 
onto” this copy of SAAUCery)

I hope you find it interesting …!

Cheers, 


Mike Millard


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