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Our next SAAUC (Zoom) meeting is...

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN
APPLE USERS’ CLUB
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Friday May 7th, 2021
from 7:30pm

Pages, Numbers and Keynote, with a
video on AirTags

(Details will me sent to members via email)

Location: Connect from wherever you have internet access and the zoom.us app
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A word from our President...

Finally, in the latest iOS releases, Apple
has finally given the nod to Australia to
enable Apple Watches, from series 4
upwards, to use
the heart ECG
functionality. A
couple of years
ago, my
husband
unexpectedly
became aware
that he had a
heart issue and
it made me
realise that there
are a lot of people walking around
oblivious of the fact they have a dangerous
heart condition. Without being paranoid, |
can now strap on my Apple Watch and
check my heart, my husband’s and anyone
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else’s for that matter (). In case you're
wondering, all’s well.

Apple has had a flurry of releases recently.
For OS there’s version 14.5 for iOS,
iPadOS and TVOS, watchOS 7.4 and the
biggest one of all, at 5.71GB, macOS Big
Sur 11.3. I'm about to update this iMac and
expect it to take some time. The iOS
updates were around 2GB each and took
ages to download and then install. For
people who own devices with limited
storage, updating to the latest operating
system can be a problem. Often it means
culling excess files, usually photos, to
enable the space for the update to have
enough room - there should always be 10 -
15% of storage to spare. Make sure to
back up before you update.

On the hardware side, Apple have a
number of attractive new releases.
Sporting Apple’s M1 chip, the new 24-inch
iMac has gone back to the future coming in
seven striking colours. There are two new
iPad Pros, featuring Thunderbolt
connectivity, optional 5G, and up to 2TB
storage, and a new Apple TV 4K with a

redesigned remote control. There’s also a
new purple iPhone 12!

And finally, the one more thing?, there are
AirTags. We’'ll have a look at these at next
Friday’s Zoom meeting.

We’ll also have a look at comparing

Pages, Numbers and Keynote for similar
uses. See you then.

Regards
/ 1/7/[ ree (j m/f

SAAUC President

SAA_UC Meetings 2021
Fridays @ 7:30pm

ue to
Good Friday
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...and a word from our Vice
President...

HomePod mini

Apple are now focussing on their
HomePod mini
product line, rather
than their larger
‘HomePod”
devices.

The HomePod is
priced at $469, with
the mini’s a much
cheaper alternative
at $149.

What can you do
with an HomePod mini, when you are
dabbling with HomeKit devices?

You may have HomeK:it lights setup in
various locations within your house. Why
not get Siri to control your lights. You can
ask Siri to turn on/off any HomeKit light in
the house (or all of them), from the comfort
of your lounge. Or if you are heading to a
particular room that has a HomePod in it
just say “Hey Siri, turn on the light”...and
instantly your wish is granted. You don'’t
have to worry if you aren’t carrying your
iPhone at the same time.

You can also play your favourite song from
multiple HomePod devices, or have
different songs playing through each
speaker.

Apple AirTags

| received my order for 4 AirTags, just
recently. Paired one up, and it's now
attached to my set of keys. So if | lose my
keys, | can get it to play a sound, but also
locate where my keys are. It guides you by
direction, and displays how far they are
away. There are many uses for the AirTags
like: Backpack, Bike, Camera, Handbag,
Headphones, Jacket, Keys, Luggage,

Umbrella, Wallet...or use your own
Custom Name.

Love your Apple!

’

Rick Sarkanen
SAAUC Vice President
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Mike's SAAUCerysations for
May

Do-It-Yourself In-house Internet

In mid-July | hope to be moving from the
house I've lived in for over thirty-three
years to a condominium. It’s not a

conventional
|
I I ” o \
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multi-unit
place, but a
F e
Tem N

Co-housing
development—

Van%%uvef like Christie
_ Walk in
Adelaide.
Of course

everyone will want access to the Internet in
their unit, and in the common areas of the
building. In Vancouver, pretty well every
dwelling has three services going into it—
landline telephone, cable TV and Internet.
Telus, the traditional “phone company” can
provide all three services. Shaw, the
traditional cable TV company, can provide
cable TV and Internet. In our building, you
will be able to have either company—or
both—provide any or all these services.

But our group is planning to set up our own
“in house” Internet service. (For some
reason, it is being called our “LAN”.)
Another co-housing place in Vancouver,
recently completed and occupied, has
done this, and seems to be up and running
OK. In our building, people will be free to
have either commercial outfit provide
Internet service to their unit, but we will be
“encouraging” them to connect to our LAN
instead.

To set it up, we will be hiring a specialist to
do that, and to advise us on how to
operate it. (Once up and running, all
support will obviously have to be “in
house”!) To start with, we have to get a
large Internet “pipe” connected to our
building. (1.5 Gb/sec has been
mentioned.) The right type of wiring—“Cat
5 or 6”7, Ethernet—to each unit is already in

place. The specialist will source the
appropriate equipment fo this “pipe” to
connect to, and to make a signal available
to the wiring panel in each unit. Each unit
will be responsible for getting their own Wi-
Fi router.

What advantage is there for doing this?
Right now, | pay $95.00 a month for 75 Gb/
sec access. It is suggested that on our
LAN, we could have a speed of 150 Gb/
sec in our unit, for about a quarter of the
price we would pay one of the two
commercial services.

This has of course yet to come to pass. Of
course, we might have to dig out our old
Hayes 14.4kb/sec dial-up modems if it is a
failure ...

"My Wi-Fi Router Can Support
TWO Networks?"

Yes, Virginia, most Wi-Fi routers can
create two Wi-Fi networks. (Apple’s Airport
routers offer two networks.) They are
identical functionally. One has a name, for
convenience, and is called the Guest
network. A device on one network cannot
“see”, or get to, anything on the other
network. (I'll refer to the unnamed network
as the Main network.) The Main network
has two “paths”, a slower one at a speed
of 2.4 GHz, and a faster one at a speed of
5 GHz. The Guest has a single “path” at
2.4 GHz.

Why could this be useful? You would put
everything you normally use on the Main
network. If a visitor needed Internet
access, putting them on the Guest network
means they can get to the Internet, but
cannot “see”—or get access to—any of
your devices on the Main network. (Of
course, if someone on the Guest network
needs to print, and your only printer is on
the Main network, you may have to get a
bit creative!)
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Apple's April New Product Show

Earlier in April Apple released new product
models and one brand new product. This
is a somewhat sparse outlining of them.

Macintosh:

A new Macintosh was announced, using
Apple’s own M1 chip, as now used in the
Mac mini and new MacBook models. It has
a screen size of 24 inches; the 21.5-inch
Mac has been deleted, and (I think) the 27-
inch is only available until stocks run out.
Only SSD drives, no more Fusion drives.

AirTags:
These are button-sized smart discs you
attach to
something of
value. If you
mislay it, you

can hunt for it
using the Find
My app on an
iPhone, iPad or
Mac. We first
heard about
AirTags almost
two years ago
—several times they were coming, then
they were not. Now they are ...

iPad Pro:

Two new iPad models were announced,
with a screen size of 11 inches or 12.9
inches. They have an Apple M1 processor
in them— this was a bit unexpected, as all
present model iPads house an A-type
Apple processor.

Apple TV 4K:

A new model of the Apple TV 4K was
released, along with a redesigned Siri
Remote. The new 4K model has improved

specs over the old. The new Siri Remote
sounds more useful then the old model. (|
think | saw mention of it being usable with
older Apple TV models. )

Check out
Apple’s
product
websites for
more details
on specs for
these new
items, and
places like
appleinsider
and
macrumors for commentary on them.

And at the end of April, Apple released
new updates for all the operating systems
of all Apple devices.

Cheers,

Mike Millard
didigidiEgiEgas
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SOUTH AUSTRALIAN . . .
SAAUC Meetings are held online using

y
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SAAUCery is the monthly newsletter of
South Australian Apple User Club Inc.
http://www.saauc.org.au — https://www.facebook.com/saauc
Editor: Rick Sarkanen

Images, Trade Marks, company and product names are the property of the respective owners and are used for
educational, information and descriptive purposes only.

Original content © SA Apple Users' Club Inc.
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