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Our next SAAUC (Zoom) meeting is…

Friday March 5th, 2021 

from 7:30pm


AGM - Annual General Meeting

(Details will me sent to members via email)

Location: Connect from wherever you have internet access and the zoom.us app

Page  of 1 7

http://www.saauc.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/saauc


A word from our President…


Our 2021 AGM is looming - Friday 5th 
March. Last year’s AGM was the last time 
SAAUC met face to face. COVID-19 has 

shaken our 
world and forced 
us to look at our 
lives in many 
ways. For 
SAAUC it has 
been to continue 
to connect with 
each other 
online through 
the email list and 

to look to the ZOOM 
platform for our face to 
face connection. It is a 
platform which is initially 
challenging but its world 
wide spread is indicative 
of its sophistication and, 
yet, simplicity. The AGM 
will be a ZOOM meeting 
and I hope to see many 
of you there.

On a recurring subject, 
internet connection, I 
have been challenged by 
mine recently. My 
Netgear Nighthawk M1, 
mobile broadband 
modem, was showing signs of battery 
failure which had me sourcing a 
replacement battery which was not a 
genuine Netgear battery. Even the new 
battery was getting very hot and not fully 
charging so I decided to try taking the 
battery our and plugging it into the power 
directly. The internet connection kept 
dropping out which led me to look for a 
resolution on the web. The Netgear 
charger had an output of 5V=1A, using a 
USB A to USB A cable, whereas the Apple 
charger for my iPhone had a fast charger  
5V=3A using a USB C to Lightning cable. 
Using a $5 adapter, USB C to USB A, the 
Netgear modem is now happily working 
reliably , permanently plugged in and on 

using the Apple charger. Should I want to 
take the modem travelling, the battery can 
always be put back in. The modem is so 
good. I am a bit obsessive about speed 
and just did a speedtest which gave a 
result of 168mbps download and 26mbps 
upload - it is using the 4G network. When 
a problem arises, it can pay to look for an 
alternative solution.

Regards


Marie Good   


SAAUC President
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…and a word from our Vice 
President…


Password Managers


LastPass is a popular password vault 
application. As of March 16, 2021, 

LastPass will 
require you to 
choose what 
devices you wish to 
run LastPass on. If 
you want to stay on 
the ‘free’ model, 
you will only be 
able to use it on 
either your 

computer (like iMac), 
or on mobile devices (iOS)…but not both. 
If you want both, you will need to subscribe 
- charged annually.


In Australian dollars, it will cost $54 per 
year. But for a limited time, you can get a 
small discount which equates to $44.55 for 
one year.


Password managers are an essential tool 
for any person. It’s not recommended to 
use the same password on multiple 
websites. Password managers also give 
you the option to generate a random string 
of alphanumerical characters, so all you 
need to remember, is one password to 

access your vault. They also have the 
ability to find duplicate passwords, so you 
can quickly change one. You don’t need to 
add your pets name any longer.


There are a number of password 
managers around, including LastPass and 
1Password or even Apple’s Keychain. 
Check out the features and functionality, 
so you can choose the best one that suits 
your needs. 


Post-it notes attached to your screen are 
certainly a thing of the past.


Love your Apple!



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Mike’s Musings


Powered Speakers

In a few months I am moving from the 518 
m2 house I have lived in for the past thirty-
three years to a 260 m2 condominium in a 

co-housing 
building in a 
different suburb. 
And so I have 
to get rid of 
quite a lot of 
stuff. This 
includes the  
“pretty good” 
stereo system 

I’ve had for fifteen years; it still works well, 
but is just “too big” for the new place. It 
consists of two speakers each a metre 
high, an amplifier, tuner and CD player. 
And a turntable and cassette deck, neither 
of which I have used for quite a while.

This meant looking for something smaller, 
but which still gave me the “good sound” I 
confess to being particular about. (My 
main interest is in classical, particularly 
choral, music.) Separate smaller units 
would not give me as good sound as my 
old system. Further looking led me to a 
pair of “powered” speakers which, upon 
auditioning, seemed to give as good sound 
as my old system, perhaps even better. 
“Powered” means all the electronics for 
amplification are built into the speaker 
cabinets themselves. (They are also called 
“Active” speakers.)

These speakers are only 30 cms high, 20 
cms wide and 25 cms deep. To get the 
best sound from them, they should be on 
stands, or on a desk or table. To work, this 
pair relies on your home WiFi network in 
conjunction with a proprietary app on an 
iPhone or iPad. For radio, you can set up 
access in the app—I have set up CBC 
Radio’s Vancouver station, and the ABC’s 
Classic FM, Radio National and ABC 
Sydney stations. (Because their signals 
come through the Internet, being digital the 
sound is “near perfect”!) To play CDs, you 

can plug in a CD player. I have “ripped” 
most of my CDs to the iTunes Library on 
my Mac. With Home Sharing enabled in 
the Mac’s Music Library, you can use the 
iTunes Remote or Music apps on an 
“iDevice” (iPhone/iPad) to connect to the 
Mac’s Music Library and “pull” music out of 
the Library and play it through the 
speakers. (This process uses Apple’s 
AirPlay protocol to do this.)

Nowadays Streaming seems to be the “in” 
way of getting your music. These particular 
speakers have access to a few Streaming 
services actually “built in”, including Spotify 
and Tidal. (Subscription fees after the free 
intro period, of course!) And they “do” 
Bluetooth as well. Pair Bluetooth on a 
phone or tablet with music on it, or with an 
app that can “source” music (e.g., a radio 
station), with the speakers and music 
plays! (Though the reproduction is not 
quite a good as  with AirPlay.) Also, you 
can send the audio from a YouTube video 
to the speakers. Pull down the right sub-
menu on an iDevice, then select the 
AirPlay icon. (It may take a bit of practice 
to get this routinely!)

I’m very impressed with the sound that 
comes out of these speakers. They are a 
model in the KEF LS Wireless speaker 
line.


Intel … Feeling Threatened?


Apple introduced its home-grown M1 
processors based on designs by ARM late 
in 2020, and very soon after brought to 
market several models containing those 
chips. Apple claimed a pretty significant 
increase in speed for them, which was 
backed up in reviews by the usual parties.

Remember how Apple started putting Intel 
processors in Macs because Motorola 
could no longer offer processors fast 
enough for the Macs Apple wanted to 
introduce? But now it seems Intel cannot 
produce chips faster enough for Apple, so 
Apple just went ahead and developed their 
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own. And that seems to have got Intel just 
a little hot and bothered.

Recently Intel published a report 
comparing the speed of Intel processors 
with Apple M1s performing a number of 
different tests. In several cases, Intel was 
faster. But people who studied the report 
claim that Intel used a variety of different 
models of their chips to suit each particular 
test. An analogy: comparing a Honda Civic 
for speed and ruggedness, the Honda was 
matched agains a Mercedes AMG Sports 
for speed, and again a Jeep Wrangler for 
ruggedness. Im other words, they were not 
comparing apples and apples!

You can read the full report at:

<https://9to5mac.com/2021/02/06/intel-
sketchy-apple-silicon-benchmarks/>

I would say Intel is in a situation similar to 
what Motorola was in. They have reached 
the limits of the technology they have been 
using, and don’t really know how to get 
more out of it. They have to come up with 
new technology that will “go faster”, as 
Apple did by adopting the ARM technology. 
I saw a recent article that suggested that 
Microsoft might look into developing its 
own ARM-based processor for its 
hardware.


The First Macintosh


(This article first appeared in 
the Club Newsletter in 
March, 2014.)

The Macintosh’s 30th 
anniversary on January 24th 
jogged something in my 
memory. Digging into the 
cupboard I found my copy of 
the first issue of US 
Macworld magazine. I’d 
bought it when the Mac first 
came out, then passed it on 
to my brother in Australia a 
couple of years later when he 
bought a Mac; a few years 

after that he gave it back to 
me and it has lain dormant in 
the cupboard since. But the 
anniversary got me taking a 
look at its contents.

In light of the sort of specs 
current Macs have, it was 
eye-opening to see what the 
first Mac had, and could do. 
No colour, no hard drive, one 
internal floppy drive—and a 
nine-inch 512x384-pixel 
screen—all in the one easily-
carried box. It was 
completely graphically-
based, unlike its more 
famous contemporary, the 
dreaded IBM PC. You clicked 
on menu items to do things, 
not type commands. All 
pretty radical.

Some of its specs: the 
processor was a 32-bit 
Motorola 68000, running at 
8 MHz. It had 128K of RAM, 
and 64K of ROM (“Read 
Only Memory”), in which 
were encoded the graphical 
routines. Its one internal 
drive took 3.5-inch discs, 
hard-shelled things that were 
more robust than the 5.25-
inch “floppies” the PC used. 
Each 3.5 disc held all of 
400K bytes: for many users, 
one floppy held the operating 
system, one software app 
and data! (Or you could put 
data on another floppy, which 
necessitated much disc-
swapping—unless you 
connected a second, external 
drive!) External hard drives 
became available soon after 
the Mac’s release—5 
megabytes was a common 
capacity.

When you bought a Mac, you 
got Apple’s MacWrite, a 
word-processor, and 
MacPaint, a bit-mapped 
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graphics program. Apple also 
offered MacDraw, a vector-
based drawing program. 
Microsoft came to the table 
with its Multiplan 
spreadsheet program (Excel 
came later!). Word for Mac 
came a short while later. (At 
this time, WordStar and 
Lotus 1-2-3 were the “big” 
word-processing and 
spreadsheet programs 
among PC users. Lotus 
developed a “port” of 1-2-3 
for the Mac, but it failed 
badly; a Mac version of 
WordStar never happened.)

External peripherals came 
along in the months 
following. Apple (and others) 
offered an external 300/1200 
baud modem. Their 
ImageWriter was already 
used on Apple IIs, and 
worked very well on the new 
Mac. The weirdest peripheral 
I remember—but it wasn’t 
around for long—was a thing 
called MacCharlie, put out 
by Dayna. It was essentially 
a full PC, with an Intel 8088 
processor and 5.25-inch 
floppy drive. (Google 
“MacCharlie” for more 
information on it; there is a 
brief, but good, description of 
it in Wikipedia.) The “Charlie” 
bit referred to Charlie 
Chaplin: at the time, IBM ads 
featured Chaplin’s Little 
Tramp character in much of 
their advertising. I thought 
that was weird, too!

The original Macintosh, 
including keyboard and 
mouse, cost $2,495 USD in 
America. Today, the basic 
model of the brand new Mac 
Pro costs $2,999—but 
mouse, keyboard and 
monitor are extra! I have no 

idea what 2,495 1984 dollars 
would be in 2014 dollars. And 
never mind what the 
difference in power is 
between these two Macs:-).


Ink “Tanks”?


Everyone complains about how expensive 
ink cartridges are for printers from makers 
like Epson and Canon. “They work on the 
Gillette principle—give the printer away 
(almost) free, but charge the earth for 
replacement cartridges!” I have certainly 
noticed that! 

But while these printer makers continue to 
sell cartridge-based models, about two 
years ago they started offering models with 
ink tanks, claiming that using them makes 
ink usage much more economical. These 
models have large tanks, one for each 
colour. When you buy such a printer new, 
they come with bottles of ink with which 
you fill the printer’s tanks.

When a friend bought such a model, I was 
surprised that its cost was not much more 
then the cartridge-based models. And the 
amount of ink in each bottle was 
considerable! Another friend who does a 
lot of printing said it is obvious how much 
lower the cost of printing is using his 
Epson ink tank model!

I think if you only do a small to moderate 
amount of printing, a cartridge-based 
model of printer may be perfectly 
economical, but if you do “loads” of 
printing, as my friend does, it looks like a 
tank-based model is the way to go …


Cheers, 


Mike Millard


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