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Our next SAAUC (Zoom) meeting is…

Friday December 4th 

from 7:30pm


2020 Annual Christmas Meeting

(Details will me sent to members via email)

Location: Connect from wherever you have internet access and the zoom.us app
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A word from our President…


These past nine months have challenged 
us to ’think different’ in ways we would not 
have imagined. Around the world there 

have been 
examples of 
great human 
ingenuity , 
courage, 
creativity and 
humour as well 
as distressing 
images of grief, 
suffering, anger 
and despair. Our 
club is continuing 

to reimagine itself. We will take a leaf out 
of Apple’s book and look to the future and 
not backwards. There are new Macs with 
Apple’s new M1 silicon, new operating 
systems which are slick and dynamic,  
engendering a new look and freshness 
which inspire to try new ideas and 
challenges.


We will miss our usual Xmas party but I 
hope we can all join into our next Zoom 
meeting to express some seasonal good 
cheer and friendship. We will be having a 
bit of a look at macOS 11 Big Sur but also 
spend some time sharing 
favourite snippets of Xmas 
videos. We hope to have a 
festive gathering. Bring along 
your favourite Xmas story, a 
favourite drink (tea, coffee, 
wine..) and a box of 

chocolates? 🧑🎄🎄🥳

😊  

Regards


Marie Good   


SAAUC President


…and a word from our Vice 
President…


iPhone 12 Plus Max

As soon as the new iPhone went on pre-
sale, I quickly placed an order to replace 
my current iPhone. It arrived on the 

expected date, so 
after unwrapping it, I 
proceeded to restore 
my iPhone backup 
onto new hardware. 
It worked perfectly. 
However apart from 
it being faster, I 
already had the 
latest iOS version, 
so initially it looked 

the same.


But I needed to test the 5G speed. Within 
my house, it was 262Mbps, which wasn’t 
too bad…but going closer to a 5G tower, it 
clocked speeds of 783Mbps. And that was 
still inside a premises. I’m sure I would get 
even quicker speeds the closer I get to the 
signal.


I’m pretty happy with the new iPhone, but 
equally happy with upgrading my Mac’s 
with BigSur. I’m a person that cannot wait 

to install the latest OS, so 
initially there were some 
problems with the install 
file - said it was corrupt. 
So I went into Recovery 
mode, and then chose to 
install it from there - so it 
did a fresh download of 
12GB. This time it 
succeeded. (I believe Apple 
had fixed some issues on 
Day 1).


There is certainly some 
visual changes with new 
icons etc, and the Control 
Center has also arrived to 
the Mac. When mirroring my 
display through my Apple TV, 
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there is now a ‘Screen mirroring’ button in 
the Control Centre.

I did receive a notification regards an issue 
surrounding bootable backups with Carbon 
Copy Cloner. Here it is…


Carbon Copy Cloner announcement:

With the announcement of macOS Big Sur, 
Apple has retired Mac OS X (10) and 
replaced it with macOS 11. As with every 
upgrade since the original release of Mac 
OS X, we have to make changes to CCC 
to accommodate the changes in this new 
OS. As the numeric change would 
suggest, though, this is the biggest change 
to macOS since Apple introduced Mac OS 
X roughly 20 years ago. The system now 
resides on a "Signed System Volume"

(link is external)

. This volume is cryptographically sealed, 
and that seal can only be applied by Apple; 
ordinary copies of the System volume are 
non-bootable without Apple's seal. To 
create a functional copy of the macOS 11 
System volume, we have to use an Apple 
tool to copy the system, or install macOS 
onto the backup.


Please note, this issue has now been fixed 
only a couple of days ago. Although I did 
choose to format my destination drive (e.g. 
lose my existing backups) to enable the 
bootable drive feature again.


In wrapping up 2020, I’d like to thank Marie 
Good on her tireless efforts for the year. 
Also to the committee for their IO (input & 
output) as well. And SAAUCery wouldn’t 
be the same without Mike Millard’s 
contributions. Thankyou very much!


So to all our SAAUC members, have a 
Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year, 
and we look forward to seeing you all in 
2021 - whether its at face-to-face 
meetings, or our online Zoom meetings. 


Love your Apple! 



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Mike’s Musings


A Few Things About Big Sur!

Apple is at pains to explain that Big Sur is not 
just a macOS upgrade from 10.n to 10.(n+1); it 

is macOS “ten 
point 
eleven!!”. The 
amount of 
change over 
the last 
“10.point” is 
significant—it 
is more 

colourful and various things are in different 
places. I have been using it for a few weeks 
now, and quite like it, on the whole.


Here are three articles about it that you might 
find useful. (I have not studied them in detail 
myself.)

An Introduction to Big Sur: 
< https://appleinsider.com/articles/20/11/12/
apple-gives-the-mac-a-giant-visual-overhaul-
with-macos-big-sur>

A Big Sur “Quick Start” Video, and “50 Tips 
and Tricks”: 
< https://www.macrumors.com/guide/macos-
big-sur-50-tips-and-tricks/>

How To Use the New Translation Feature in 
Safari: 
< https://appleinsider.com/articles/20/11/16/

how-to-use-safari-translation-in-macos-11-big-
sur>

A Caution Regarding Big Sur: 
Owners of many late 2013 and mid 2014 13-
inch MacBook Pros have reported that 
installing Big Sur has “bricked” their 
machines. (“Bricked”? Just stopped their 
machines dead! 
Forbes has published this article on how to [try 
to?] recover from the situation: 
< https://www.forbes.com/sites/barrycollins/
2020/11/20/macbook-bricked-by-big-sur-heres-
how-to-fix-it/?sh=4473e7ef663e> 
The article mentions that Apple has released a 
new support document that shows customers 
how to recover if their MacBook Pro has been 
grounded by macOS Big Sur. Websites like 
MacRumors and AppleInsider mention the 
“bricking” but nothing about any Apple 
“support document”.


The “M[1]” Word

You might say Apple has announced a 
“trifecta” with its most recent three product 
releases. First concerned updates—sometimes 
significant—to the operating systems for all 
their products. (Personally, I might insist they 
qualify Big Sur somewhat!) The second was all 
about the newest iPhone models—no longer 
providing a power supply or earbuds “in the 
box” (“Most people have spare ones lying 
around anyway!”) The new models, 
particularly the iPhone 12s, sound particularly 
good.


I think the third announcement was the most 
significant, though. Apple unveiled what were 
being referred to as the “Apple Silicon” Macs, 
the first Macintoshes to use Apple-developed 
“M1” processors in place of ones from Intel, as 
Macs have used for the past several years. 
(Like the processors in all other present Apple 
products, the M1 is based on an ARM 
processor design.) The first such models 
announced were a MacBook Air, a 13-inch 
MacBook Pro and a Mac mini. And the first 
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things that people may have remarked on was 
that they were priced at about the same as the 
existing Intel-based models they replaced. (We 
would hope to see M1-based iMacs and Mac 
Pros in the near[?] future?)


The significance of this last point may not have 
registered with people, until performance tests 
of the new models were published. These 
showed that the new M1-based Macs were 
noticeably faster than the equivalent Intel-
based models—sometimes amazingly so. 
Google “M1 Mac Performance” to see these 
details.


The degree to which these new Apple 
processors are so much faster than many Intel 
processor models is leading to commentaries 
that “Intel does not seem to be able to keep 
up”. Remember, all Windows-based machines 
are base on Intel processors, and Intel may 
need some time to develop processors as fast as 
the present Apple M1s.)


(“Qualifying” Big Sur? Following tradition, the 
initial release of Big Sur should have been 
called macOS 11.0; instead, it was MacOS 
11.0.1. Not the most auspicious of starts, I felt 
…)


Once 5G Really Gets Going…


Club V-P Rick Sarkanen told me the other day 
about the high throughput he got on his new 
iPhone 12 when he connected to a nearby 5G 
“connection point”—see below. (I would think 
it was a connection to a speedy 5G mmWave 
point.) Those speeds are what you only get 
right now with an expensive cable/fibre land-
based connection.


With speeds like that over cellular networks, I 
can easily envisage “Internet to the Home” no 
longer coming in via cable to a “box” to which 
your Wi-Fi router is connected. Instead, an 
antenna on the roof—perhaps even inside, 
close to a window—that connects to a different 

type of “box”, connecting to your home’s Wi-
Fi router.


Do you think you’ll need that NBN cable for 
much longer??


Sucking Up Lost Earbuds


Losing earbuds must be the latest “Frustration 
du Jour”, particularly the more recent “wire-
less” ones like Apple Air Buds. Trying to 
retrieve one from down in a train or bus seat 
cannot the easiest of manoeuvres. Often, 
people travelling on suburban or metro train 
systems drop them on the train line. This is 
probably not the safest place from which to try 
to recover them. 


Now, a Japanese railway company has 
developed a device to “suck up” such buds 
safely. It looks like a vacuum cleaner on a very 
long pipe. An operator can stand on the 
platform, extend the nozzle down to a bud 
lying on the right of way and “suck it up”.


See more about this device at <https://
appleinsider.com/articles/20/11/06/east-japan-
railway-begins-developing-vacuum-to-collect-
earphones-dropped-on-tracks>


(The article says nothing about whether the 
railway tries to track down owners of retrieved 
buds …)


Surely This Is NOT a Furphy!

Losing earbuds must be the latest “Frustration 
du Jour”, particularly the more recent “wire-
less” ones like Apple Air Buds. Trying to 
retrieve one from down in a train or bus seat 
cannot the easiest of manoeuvres. Often, 
people travelling on suburban or metro train 
systems drop them on the train line. This is 
probably not the safest place from which to try 
to recover them. 


Now, a Japanese railway company has 
developed a device to “suck up” such buds 
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safely. It looks like a vacuum cleaner on a very 
long pipe. An operator can stand on the 
platform, extend the nozzle down to a bud 
lying on the right of way and “suck it up”.

Cheers, 


Mike Millard





SAAUC Meetings are held online using

SAAUCery is the monthly newsletter of
South Australian Apple User Club Inc.

 http://www.saauc.org.au –  https://www.facebook.com/saauc 
Editor: Rick Sarkanen


Images, Trade Marks, company and product names are the property of the 
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