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Our next SAAUC (Zoom) meeting is…

Friday October 2nd 
from 7:30pm

iOS 14
(Details will me sent to members via email)

Location: Connect from wherever you have internet access and the zoom.us app
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A word from our President…

Some might call this the silly season, when 
Apple releases the latest OS’s. Less than 
two weeks since the release of iOS 14, last 
night I came across the update of iOS 
14.0.1 and have just finished updating the 
Apple TV, so all my iOS devices are up to 
date. This morning Mike Millard alerted us 
to, what must be the last update of 
Catalina, macOS 10.15.7, so that’s 
updating on my Mac as I write this. The 
swings and roundabouts should continue 

this coming week 
when macOS 11 
Big Sur should be 
released. Some 
talk of fools 
rushing in where 
angels fear to 
tread, but, hey, 
someone has to 
do it 😆  - Mike 
Millard usually 
beats me to it. 

But seriously, it might be wise to wait a few 
weeks before upgrading, to see what 
issues arise before everything settles 
down. macOS X has been with us for 
almost 20 years, so Big Sur is really big 
moving to X1 (11) and could be with us for 
the next 20 years.

This past week I’ve been working with a 
mid 2011 iMac which had not been used 
for years. I was warned that an internal 
start up battery could  be dead, but it 
started up with no problem. This was a 
machine I had set up in 2012 for another 
group and the system password I had left 
attached to it. With the passage of time the 
password had disappeared and the 
machine would not respond to the one I 
was sure it was. It was running macOS 
10.8 Mountain Lion and I read that the last 
update it could run is 10.13 High Sierra. 
Without the password I could not change it 
to anything. Luckily,I found an Installer for 
OS 10.12 Sierra on one of the Macs and, 
with the help of Terminal, managed to get it 
copied to a usb and then was able to use 

Recovery Mode to wipe the iMac hard 
drive clean and do a fresh install of High 
Sierra and provide the machine with a new 
password! With the authority of the 
password, I have been able to download 
and update to High Sierra. The importance 
of doing this is that Apple will be ceasing 
the ability to download High Sierra at the 
end of November 2020.  To do a clean 
install of an operating system you need the 
installer so, before installing, save the 
download first and will stay in the 
Applications folder, or save it to a usb, to 
be used should a disaster arise and you 
need to re-install the OS.I copied High 
Sierra before installing it and will do the 
same with Big Sur.

Please join us on Zoom this Friday when 
we will be looking at iOS 14. Meeting 
details will be emailed.

Regards

Marie Good   

SAAUC President

 
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…and a word from our Vice 
President…

Syncthing 
https://syncthing.net 

Are you ‘privileged’ to have more than one 
Mac? But you notice that you have 

different files on 
each one. Not keen 
on the iCloud sync? 
Well you can sync it 
using your home 
network - or the 
internet.

Syncthing may be 
your answer - but I 
suggest you read up 

about how it works before turning on the 
sync. However, you do have a 
‘tried and tested' backup/
restore system, don’t you?

Syncthing is a tool to 
synchronise folders over your 
local network. It’s available 
on Mac OS X, Windows, 
Linux, FreeBSD, Solaris and 
OpenBSD. Once installed, 
you access it via a web 
browser, to start configuring. I 
have used it to synchronise 
my Downloads folder, so I 
don’t have to ‘re-download’ 
files to my other Mac.

You can also synchronise 
your Documents folder - but 

make sure you have enough space on the 
destination device - so do some 
calculations first.

I believe it’s going to come in very handy, 
as I learn what this product can do.

Here is a video link from the “Hands on 
Mac” series with a bit more information. 
https://twit.tv/shows/hands-on-mac/
episodes/26

Love your Apple!

 
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Mike’s Musings 

Google Chrome as Default Browser 
on an iDevice 

Apple’s Safari is, and always has been, the 
default web-browser on iPads, iPhones 
and iPod 
touches. Now, 
under iOS 14/
iPadOS 14, 
you can set 
Google’s 
Chrome as 
your default 
browser. 
(Apparently, 
you can also set other browsers and mail 
apps as your default.)
This web page tells you how to set up 
Chrome as the default: 
<https://www.macrumors.com/how-to/
google-chrome-default-browser-ios/>. 
(Also, how to switch back to Safari!)
I’ve never used Chrome myself, either on 
an iDevice or Mac. I guess it must be 
somewhat popular if Apple is allowing the 
change. It also looks like that, right now, 
you may not be able to make some other 
third-party browsers, like Firefox, the 
default under iOS 14.

Two “Interesting” Experience I’ve 
Had Recently 

In the middle of September I had a couple 
of “interesting” experiences with two 
pieces of Apple gear—my iPhone and my 
Time Capsule Wi-Fi router. They happened 
quite close together, but luckily not 
concurrently! (I call them “interesting” now; 
at the time, it was very much “WTF??”. I 
have never seen or heard of either error 
before.)

“Double NAT”:

 
‘A Double NAT error is generally indicative 
of two routers attempting to provide NAT 
(network address translation) services in 
the same network space -- as would occur 
when the Base Station is connected to a 
Cable or DSL modem (router) and neither 
unit is in bridging mode.’ But my Cable 
Modem has always been set to “Bridging 
mode”! 
I turned off NAT service in Network/Router 
Mode on the Time capsule, as advised, but 
things still did not work. Next, I powered off 
the cable modem for half a minute, then 
back on. Still no joy. I called my Internet 
service; he did not see anything set 
wrongly from his end, so I powered the 
modem off and on again. Back on the Time 
Capsule, I re-enabled “DHCP and NAT” in 
Network/Router Mode. Everything came 
good again, and has remained so ever 
since!

“Invalid SIM”:

 
Suddenly my iPhone did not work! never 
seen—or heard of—this before! I had not 
touched the SIM since I had to re-install it 
in place of the Aussie SIM in the phone 
just before I landed back in Vancouver 
from AUS a year ago. Googled advice said 
to power the phone down, remove the 
SIM, then replace it and power the phone 
back up. 
I couldn’t be bothered fighting to remove 
the solid rubber cover on the phone just to 
remove the SIM. I just powered off, then 
back on. And everything came good again. 
No trouble since!
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Setting Up a New iPad from an Old 
One 

You have had your present iPad for a few 
years but now you feel you need a new 
one! Most likely, you will want to set up the 
new one with much of what you have on 
the old, both apps and data. Here is 
how:https://appleinsider.com/articles/
20/09/14/how-to-move-your-data-and-
apps-to-a-new-ipad>.
It suggests there are three ways you may 
want to use the two iPads—replacing the 
old one entirely, setting up the new one as 
a “twin” to the old, or using the new one as 
a completely separate device. It stresses 
an important point—you will need to set up 
the same Apple ID on both machines! Part 
of the set-up process will involve backing 
up the old iPad; it mentions what happens 
differently between backing up to a Mac 
and backing up the the Cloud.

Broadband Internet Stops 
Working at 7 a.m. Every Morning 

Broadband Internet stopped working 
promptly at 7 a.m. every morning in a 
small Welsh village. Read the story to see 
why …

<https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-
wales-54239180>

Tethering Mac or iPad to iPhone’s 
Personal Hotspot 

Or … “How I got on the Internet when the 
Internet was not working!”
You are busy working away on the Internet 
using your Mac or iPad when suddenly you 
have no Internet—it has “gone down”. 
What can you do? Well, you can activate 
your iPhone’s Personal Hotspot (in 
Settings).
This website gives detailed instructions on 
how to activate your iPhone’s Personal 

Hotspot. I have not used it much myself, 
but it is certain is a handy back-up (though 
speed may not be quite what you normally 
get on your Internet network!).
<https://appleinsider.com/articles/20/09/06/
how-to-tether-your-mac-or-ipad-to-your-
iphone-with-personal-hotspot>
As I said, I have seldom used it myself, so 
I don’t know what effect it has on mobile 
phone network charges! It might be 
something to use only sparingly😎 !

Apple AirTags 

I first read about Apple’s AirTags months 
ago. They would be small “active” discs 
you would attach to, say, a keychain, or 
slip inside your wallet or purse. You could 
then “track” those items via Apple’s Find 
My app on your iPhone or iPad. (“Active” 
means they contain a small, watch battery 
to power the built-in circuitry that provides 
the tracking signal.)
Two or three times in the past year or so 
there were hints that the Tags would be 
coming “Real Soon Now”, but they never 
did. The latest of these times was that thy 
might be announced at he time of all the 
recent OS releases, but it was not to be. 
(“Next Time” …??)
These two website give a good idea  of the 
Tags, and what they are supposed to do. 
<https://appleinsider.com/articles/20/09/04/
what-to-expect-from-apple-airtags-
tracking-accessory-in-fall-2020>  <https://
www.macrumors.com/guide/airtags/>

Cheers, 

Mike Millard 
 
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SAAUC Meetings are held online using

SAAUCery is the monthly newsletter of
South Australian Apple User Club Inc.

 http://www.saauc.org.au –  https://www.facebook.com/saauc 
Editor: Rick Sarkanen

Images, Trade Marks, company and product names are the property of the respective owners and are used for 
educational, information and descriptive purposes only.

Original content © SA Apple Users' Club Inc. 
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