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Our next SAAUC (Zoom) meeting is…

Friday September 4th 
from 7:30pm

Shapes in Pages
(Details will me sent to members via email)

Location: Connect from wherever you have internet access and the zoom.us app
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A word from our President…

I heard this the other day - ‘The toleration 
of uncertainty is the greatest burden 
to bear’. We can only guess at how long 

we will be 
restricted  as to 
the way we live 
our lives, and 
yet there are 
some wonderful 
examples of 
ingenuity and 
creativity of 
people who 
bring joy and 
happiness. The 

actors, singers, musicians and artists in 
our community don’t fall into the accepted 
category of essential workers but they can 
certainly lift the spirits of everybody in a 
very special way. 
Think different has always been a favourite 
Apple saying and appears to be very 
relevant at this time. We have embarked 
on virtual meetings by Zoom and it looks 
like that will be our future. To become 
familiar with the Zoom platform, have a 
look at their website https://www.zoom.us 
and the myriad of YouTube clips to get 
yourself familiar with the way it works. 
Basically it’s just a matter of joining the 
meeting and listening and seeing what is 
being said.
Next Friday I will be looking at how 
creative it can be to use Shapes in Pages 
so join us at the meeting and be inspired. A 
separate email invitation will be sent out 
with the meeting joining instructions.

Regards

Marie Good   

SAAUC President
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…and a word from our Vice 
President…

IFIXIT 

Consider yourself a tech, that loves pulling 
equipment apart? 
Maybe a 
component has 
failed in your Apple 
device. Or you 
want to upgrade 
that iMac hard 
drive, or simply 
replace the battery 
in your iPhone.

Every good techo needs a good toolkit, 
and IFIXIT have a selection of toolkits on 
offer. The one that I selected recently, was 
their ‘Pro Tech Toolkit’, which contains 
64bits (is that a coincidence?).

In addition to Phillips and flathead (not the 
fish kind), you may well need Torx and/or 
Pentalobe for your Apple. Either way, 
these will come in handy when prolonging 
the life of your iDevice.

Check out more at https://
australia.ifixit.com

Love your Apple!

https://australia.ifixit.com/products/pro-
tech-toolkit

 
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Mike’s Musings 

Macs To Get Apple Silicon 

Perhaps the most significant 
announcement Apple made in their recent 
Developers’ Show was that the company 
would start 
making Macs 
that ran on 
Apple Silicon. 
What they 
meant was 
that Apple 
would stop 
using Intel 
processors in 
Macs, and use Apple-designed processors 
in their place. In fact, they said they hoped 
to release a couple of models based on 
the new circuitry by the end of the year.
“Just what is ‘Apple Silicon’”, you ask? 
Well, it is a series of processors developed 
by Apple, based on designs by the ARM 
company. (They are usually have 
designations such as A10, A12 or A8.) The 
company started this scheme several 
years ago; they are already used in the 
iPhone, iPad and iPod touch. But putting 
them in Macs is quite the step.
Car companies design and build both the 
car and a suitable engine to go in it. 
Personal computer companies make 
computers but have traditionally used 
processors designed and made by 
“processor” companies—e.g. Motorola and 
Intel. Apple has successfully —and 
smoothly!—moved the Mac through 
Motorola 68000 and PowerPC processors, 
then Intel models. The change of 
processor model was always made 
because the makers could no longer 
provide processors powerful and fast 
enough for new Mac models. (This was 
certainly the obvious reason when 
PowerPCs were replaced by Intels!) Now 
it’s Intel’s turn to be replaced, for the same 
reason. At the time “Apple Silicon” for 
Macs was announced Apple showed off a 

Mac mini with Apple Silicon in it, just for 
developers.
At each transition, Apple and developers 
managed to produce “two-in-one” versions 
of the operating system and applications. It 
meant you could buy a copy of, say, 
Microsoft Office that you could run on your 
Power PC Mac, then install the same 
package on your new Intel Mac and run it 
there with “no worries, mate!”. Apple 
seemed to manage this quite successfully.

Backgrounds and Filters in ZOOM 
on a Mac 

There you are, ZOOMing away on your 
Mac, your face front and centre on your 
screen, with your den/bedroom/patio 
behind you. Then you look at others on 
your screen. There’s Marie, out where you 
view the sunset at Uluru; and Rick is 
sunning himself somewhere up on the 
Great Barrier Reef, sporting a Pirate hat 
and eyepatch. What gives??
They’ve discovered the Background & 
Filters setting in ZOOM’s Preferences. The 
Uluru sunset is a Virtual Background, the 
pirate hat is a Video Filter. To get to the 
B&F screen, go to zoom.us in the menu 
bar, then click on Preferences to bring up 
the Settings screen. Click on Background 
& Filters.
Click on Virtual Backgrounds. (At the top is 
what other ZOOMers see on their screens 
from your machine.) This shows a small 
selection of backgrounds to choose from. 
Click on a picture to use it as your 
background; click None to remove a 
background. Click on the “+” to navigate to 
additional pictures on your computer to 
add to the repertoire. In the Aurora 
Borealis and tropical beach backgrounds 
the Northern Lights move and waves break 
upon the beach. (Keep I have a green 
screen unchecked normally.) 
Click on Video Filters to see a number of 
“effects” you can apply to your picture. 
(Sorry, only one effect at a time!) Scroll up 
to see the full range. Click None for no 
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effects.   Most effects, like the pirate hat 
and eye-patch, will move with your head!

MS Office 2016 Users Lose 
Access to 365 Cloud Services 

Microsoft has announced that they will 
officially end support for Office 2016 for 
Macintosh as of October  13th/2020. This 
mans that security updates for the 
package will no longer be issued. (They 
emphasise that the software will still keep 
working after that date, but will eventually 
not work 100% with in the future.)
For more information, go to: <https://
appleinsider.com/articles/20/08/03/mac-
microsoft-office-2016-users-will-lose-365-
cloud-services-in-october>

Investing in Apple Computer Inc. 
In mid-August the value of the Apple 
Computer Inc. company pushed through 
the two trillion level, the first company to 
do so. And very soon after, the price of 
Apple shares reached $500.00 a share.
I could reasonably afford to buy one Apple 
share, but I’ll have to hit up all the 
neighbours for enough empty bottles to 
cash in to afford a second share. (Oh, very 
soon the shares are being split “four for 
one”. That means that for every one Apple 
share you currently hold, you get four of 
them! And, for sure each of them will go 
well up from $125.00!)

Cheers, 

Mike Millard 
 

 
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SAAUC Meetings are held online using

SAAUCery is the monthly newsletter of
South Australian Apple User Club Inc.

 http://www.saauc.org.au –  https://www.facebook.com/saauc 
Editor: Rick Sarkanen

Images, Trade Marks, company and product names are the property of the respective owners and are used for 
educational, information and descriptive purposes only.

Original content © SA Apple Users' Club Inc. 

Page  of 6 6

http://www.saauc.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/saauc

	Our next SAAUC (Zoom) meeting is…

