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Sadly, our July 2020 SAAUC meeting is…

CANCELLED 
Due to COVID-19 (the Corona Virus) 

 but hopefully we’ll be back very soon! 

Page  of 1 6

http://www.saauc.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/saauc


A word from our President…

When macOS 11 Big Sur is available for 
download, in three months time, it will be 
the first time I will not have a Mac capable 
of running the latest macOS. My Mac Mini 
late 2012 quad core i7, 16GB RAM with 
2TB SSD (just upgraded) will be left 
behind in Catalina. On top of that, Apple 

has announced 
that from late 
this year they 
will start using 
Apple Silicon in 
their computers 
and all new 
machines will 
have them by 
2022. It would 
seem to me that 
it would be best 

to wait until a 
suitably appealing Mac with Apple’s ARM-
based chips comes on the market before 
buying. We are assured that all current 
release Macs will continue to be supported 
well after the change to Apple Silicon, 
however, I’m reminded of when Steve Jobs 
moved Apple from PowerPC to Intel in 
2005 and the value of the PowerPC  Macs 
seemed suddenly diminished. This is a 
huge step for Apple and is seen as a move 
to consolidate its control, and security?, 
over its platform.

If I can find a way around the issue of not 
having a compatible computer, I think Big 
Sur will be an exciting new OS with so 
many new features and refinements to 
work through. I always enjoy watching the 
full Keynote presentations from WWDC in 
June and then the hardware presentation 
in September to get the full picture of the 
new software and hardware which you 
don’t get from a short summary video. It is 
impossible to get one’s head around all the 
tiny features and I am in awe of the talent 
of the gifted  people in the multitude of 
teams who work for Apple. Craig Federighi 
is Apple’s senior vice president of Software 
Engineering and responsible for tying all 

components of the various OS together. 
He has a very charismatic personality and 
interesting to watch and listen to on many 
of the interviews which can be found on 
YouTube and the internet.

We are safely plotting our way through this 
terrible pandemic and hopefully we will get 
the nod to resume Friday meetings. I have 
been in contact with Rosefield Uniting 
Church and expect some positive news 
from them soon. In the meantime make the 
full use of the email list - it’s always 
interesting to follow the conversations 
even if you don’t add to them, but that 
would be good too.

Regards

Marie Good   

SAAUC President

 
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…and a word from our Vice 
President…

Bring on macOS Big Sur! 

Out of all the Apple 
devices, I most look 
forward to macOS, 
and this spring 
time, Apple will 
release Big Sur. 
Some of the new 
features will include 
the addition of 
Control Center, 

which is similar  to 
what iOS has had in recent times. A 
refreshed Dock with a new uniform shape 
for app icons, updates to the Notification 
Center, and updates to Safari (like 
WebExtensions and performance benefits) 
are just some of the things that Big Sur will 
offer.

Messages will also get some new features 
like Mentions. Type someone’s name to 
direct a message to them. When you are 
mentioned, your name is highlighted. You 
can even customise an active group to 
only receive notifications when you 
are mentioned. 
There is also Group Photos where you 
‘create’ an image for your group - e.g. like 
a SAAUC group. You will even be able to 
create and edit Memoji’s right from your 
Mac.

Apple Maps also gets an upgrade to make 
the most of your big display, with new 
ways to navigate, including cycling 🚲
routes, though not sure if that feature will 
be available in Australia just yet. 

Will Apple Maps make sure that cyclists 
stop at red traffic lights? 😂

Apple CarPlay gets a minor tweak…with 
custom wallpapers available. Keyless entry 

is also a new feature, but it will kick off with 
BMW drivers. Anyone have a Beamer?

Want more information?, go to https://
www.apple.com/macos/big-sur-preview/

Love your Apple!

 

Page  of 3 6



Mike’s Musings 

Apple’s World Wide Developers’ 
Conference 

Monday, June 22nd, 2020 
Some of the items that were brought out in 
the WWDC broadcast …

Macs Are 
Moving to 

“Apple 
Silicon” 

At the WWDC 
there were no 
mention of imminent upgrades to any 
existing Apple hardware products. 
However, Apple did make one very 
significant announcement … that “Macs 
will be migrating from Intel processors to 
‘Apple Silicon’”, beginning by the end of 
2020.
So, what is Apple Silicon? It is a family of 
processors based on designs by ARM, 
some of which are already in use in 
Apple’s phones, tablets and the Apple TV. 
Now they will replace the Intel processors 
currently used in all Mac models; Apple 
hopes to intrude at least one “ARM Mac” 
by the end of this year.
The term Apple Silicon refers to what 
Apple is developing. They aim for a 
System on a Chip (SoC)—a processor and 
all sorts of ancillary functions they can 
integrate onto a single chip. This takes up 
less space than a series of individual 
components, but also means they can 
customise the function of the chip for the 
specific device it will be used in.
Apple’s previous moves to a new 
processor in the Mac saw them develop an 
application package that would run 
seamlessly on both an old and new Mac. 
The same will happen now. Apple is 
helping developers who must quickly 
develop SoC versions of their apps by 

giving them an SoC system housed in a 
Mac mini box.
No details were announced giving specific 
details of any SoC hardware. Apple did say 
that there could be “at least one new Intel-
based Mac model coming out by 
Christmas.
Here is one writer’s opinion on the 
significance of Apple’s move: 
< https://appleinsider.com/articles/
20/06/23/why-the-macs-migration-to-
apple-silicon-is-bigger-than-arm>

iPad Keyboards with Trackpads 

Earlier this year Apple announced the new 
Magic Keyboard that included a touchpad. 
Unfortunately, it only works with a couple 
of the latest iPads. Luckily Logitech has 
just announced a similar model, the 
Logitech Combo Touch, which it says will 
work with some earlier iPads. And the 
Logitech one is rather cheaper than 
Apple’s.
TidBITS recently published a favourable 
review of the Logitech keyboard, at: 
< https://tidbits.com/2020/05/28/logitech-
combo-touch-love-at-first-type/>, 
and compares it to the Apple model.

iOS 14: Apple Maps to Show 
Speed and Traffic Cameras 

In iOS 14, Apple Maps will show map 
markers to indicate the position of cameras 
recording speed and other traffic 
behaviour. Other new additions to Maps 
are cycling routes, good routes for 
electrical vehicles and congested zones. 
<https://appleinsider.com/articles/20/06/22/
apple-maps-will-help-drivers-avoid-speed-
and-traffic-cameras-in-ios-14>

A Startup Chime Returns to the 
Mac 

Another revelation at the WWDC was that 
the Startup Chime will be returning to the 
Mac. (Apparently, it was never actually 
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removed, just suppressed.) It disappeared 
about 2016, but instructions appeared 
recently on how to reincarnate it on your 
Mac. (I did this, and enjoy hearing the 
chime again.) There will an option in Big 
Sur’s System Preferences to Play Sound 
on Startup”.
See < https://www.macrumors.com/
2020/06/23/macos-big-sur-brings-back-
startup-chime/> for more details.

“macOS 11?” I Thought It Was 
“Big Sur”! 

At the WWDC, Apple announced the next 
version of macOS, to be called Big Sur, 
containing more upgrades and changes 
than many recent versions. They went into 
much detail, but I don’t recollect them 
mentioning that Big Sur with not be 
macOS 10.16,  but macOS 11! 
< https://tidbits.com/2020/06/22/apple-
takes-macos-to-big-sur-and-to-11/> has 
some more detail about the change.

And One More Thing … 

Gear Stolen from Apple Stores 
“Won’t Work”! 

Apple product looting not limited to Apple 
Stores
As reported by AppleInsider and 
elsewhere, Apple Stores throughout the 
U.S. were looted in the closing days of 
May, as part of the unrest in several cities 
following the police killing of George Floyd 
in Minneapolis. This followed nearly three 
months of not a single report of an Apple 
Store robbery anywhere in the U.S., as the 
stores were closed due to the coronavirus 
pandemic.
There were other reports, amid the looting, 
of Apple products being stolen from non-
Apple Store businesses. On May 31, 
according to The Daily Beast, "a protester 
dished out iPads to an assembled horde" 
outside a Best Buy in midtown Manhattan, 

while reporter Danny Gold tweeted that 
someone, possibly the same man, was 
"chucking iPads into the crowd at one 
point from the store front."
Meanwhile, those who grabbed stolen 
Apple merchandise shouldn't expect it to 
ever work. One photo posted to Twitter 
showed an iPhone that had been 
purportedly been looted from an Apple 
Store in Philadelphia, showing the note 
"Please return to Apple Walnut Street- this 
device has been disabled and is being 
tracked. Local authorities will be alerted."

Cheers, 

Mike Millard 

 
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Meetings at Rosefield Uniting Church
2 Carlton Street Highgate

 (off Fullarton Rd, between Fisher Street & Cross Road) 
Street View  https://goo.gl/maps/3Zj4RFTpSHk

SA School Holidays, Public Holidays and Observances
https://www.calendar-australia.com/school-calendars/south-

australia/2020/1/0/1/1/

SAAUCery is the monthly newsletter of
South Australian Apple User Club Inc.

 http://www.saauc.org.au –  https://www.facebook.com/saauc 
Editor: Rick Sarkanen

Images, Trade Marks, company and product names are the 
property of the respective owners and are used for educational, 

information and descriptive purposes only.
Original content © SA Apple Users' Club Inc. 
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