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Sadly, our June 2020 SAAUC meeting is...

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN
APPLE USERS’ CLUB
ay-

CANCELLED!

Due to COVID-19
(the Corona Virus)
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A word from our President...

I'm almost getting to like this COVID
isolation, not having to wonder about
where | should be
and what |
should be doing.
The situation is
gradually
changing and we
may not be far
off being able to
meet again. No
date yet but will
keep you posted
of any
development.

As winter begins we know it is time to be
looking to Apple for the annual WWDC and
the plethora of new stuff we will be looking
into for the rest of the year. Last year’s
release of macOS 10.15.5 Catalina has
received much criticism and a resolve by
Apple to be more diligent with quality
control. Personally | can’t say that | have
noticed any problems using it but then I'm
not pushing boundaries which no doubt
show up glaring flaws to some. There has
been some discussion in the past week re
the macOS 10.15.5 update about a bug
regarding creating bootable backups.
That's a shame as it puts people off
updating and | gather there are many
security and bug fixes in the update which
are significant.

There has been an iOS 13.5 update also.
A major feature is Exposure Notification
(COVID-19 tracing) which must only apply
to the US as it does not add on the
Australian COVIDSafe App. FaceTime can
now disable the feature which makes the
tile of the speaker larger on the screen in
a group call - this means the tiles are all
the same size and don’t move around on
the screen, something | haven't yet had
the chance to try. Like the macOS update
there are also security vulnerabilities
addressed which affect Mail on iPhones
and iPads. | haven’t seen any report of

problems with the iOS update. There are
updates for Apple Watch and Apple TV
also.

No doubt Apple is working to clear the
decks prior to the release of macOS 10.15
and iOS 14 at the WWDC on June 22nd
(morning of 23rd Australian time). It will be
interesting to watch the Keynote without an
adoring audience.

Regards
Marce (/)Wz/

SAAUC President
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...and a word from
our Vice President...

Homebrew!

Time for a beer? Not quite, but

let’s talk about
Homebrew. It’s a
package manger for
macOS (and Linux),
that enables you to
install apps
(packages) using a
command line
within a terminal
app. macOS comes
with their own
Terminal program, but there are other
alternatives that provide extra features.

Yes, command line isn’t for beginners, but
if you want to be a bit geeky, then terminal
commands are one way of doing things
differently.
The packages you would normally install
using brew are not from the Apple Store
specifically, (so they don’t go through
Apple’s stringent checks), but if you find a
program that suits your needs, then it
could be worthwhile.
You can install, update and remove
packages’, by simply using the command-
line. For example you may choose to
install neofetch, which displays info about
your Mac...just like the following image.
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However if you are not comfortable with
running commands in terminal, then this
may not be for you. But you may wish to

try it on an old Mac, or a virtual machine
running on VMWare Fusion, Parallels or
another hypervisor, rather than your main
‘production’ Mac.

Here are some links you may be interested
in...

Homebrew
- https.//brew.sh
- https://formulae.brew.sh

Hypervisors

- https.//www.vmware.com/au/products/
fusion.html

- https.//www.parallels.com/au/

Terminal User Guide
(Apple website) >

- https./
support.apple.com/en-

au/guide/terminal/
welcome/mac

I'd probably recommend that you become
comfortable with some basic terminal
commands first, and then have a look at
Homebrew.

There could also be some YouTube videos
to get you started.

This column may be way over your head,

but we should try and cater for all needs -
whether you are a beginner or have some
advanced sKills.

Love your Apple!

v .
' Rick Sarkanen
SAAUC Vice President
S ¢ ¢ ¢® @
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Mike's Musings

A Smaller HomePod?

In late April,
dealers—and
Apple
themselves
—Sstarted
cutting the
price of
Apple’s
HomePod
speakers.
The rumour mills were quick to suggest—
wonder?—if this was a portent to the
introduction of a second, smaller model of
the HomePod, something that has been
rumoured for a while, or perhaps a revamp
of the present model.

| think it has always been hard to tell just
how successful a product the HomePod
has been for Apple—they don'’t release
sales stats specifically for it. There seems
little doubt that it performs very nicely as a
speaker for playing music. And Siri within
seems be very responsive, too. But it has
not sold quite as well as Amazon’s Alexa
or Google’s models.

A

From
West
Vancouver

ﬁg‘

A Trackpad on an iPad??

When the iPad first came out, Steve Jobs
was at pains to explain that “everything
you needed” was all in the tablet itself—
including a keyboard; “it’s there, on the
screen!”. This, on something they
maintained was “not a computer”,

A couple of iPad models later, even Apple
themselves allowed that, yes, an external
keyboard could be quite useful. Units that
combined a keyboard with a stand for the
iPad appeared. Apple still maintained that
the iPad was “not a computer”.

But now Apple has produced, for recent
model iPad Pros, its new Magic Keyboard,
another keyboard/stand combo, which now

incorporates a ...
computer!”
Actually, | think a trackpad is a highly
desirable feature to have on an iPad
keyboard. Other units, such as Microsoft’s
Surface models, have incorporated a
trackpad on their keyboards for a while
now.

| say: “Good on Apple”, for swallowing their
pride, and catching up to the present!

Trackpad! “But it’s not a

I'm Using a PC!

| brought this PC laptop home in early
May, and may be using it until some time
in June. I didn’t tell my iMac beforehand; |
just told him that “it’s for a good cause’,
which excuse he accepted in bad humour.
(I don’t know why—I still use him much
more each day than | use the PC!)
Canada’s tax year is the calendar year—
by April/30th, Canucks must have
submitted a tax return showing what
money they got in that time, and what
expenses they feel they can claim relief
for. (Yes, | know many of you in AUS no
longer have to prepare a return; it’s all
done for you automatically!) Most people
will do this at home, using computer
software, firing off the return through the
Internet. Others will pay a tax
‘professional” to prepare their return. Then
there is a third group, people on limited
incomes who do not have ready access to
a computer or for whom paying a fee to a
‘pro” to prepare their return would be a
significant hardship.

The Canada Revenue Agency (CRA)—our
counterpart to your ATO—has a scheme
(CVITP) where trained volunteers working
under the auspices of a local community
organisation will prepare tax returns for
people on a limited income at no charge.
Besides a limit on income, there are other
restrictions—e.g., no business income
where they want to claim expenses; only
the simplest of investment affairs. The
community organisations run clinics all
through March and April when volunteers
meet clients, usually working half a day a
week through this period. Clients must
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usually make an appointment. | signed
onto this scheme about ten years ago, and
must admit | get great satisfaction out of
doing it. For the last three years, | have
worked at a community organisation on
Monday mornings, and at my local
Seniors’ Centre on Tuesday mornings.
This year, we got through the first two
weeks of March normally, then they closed
down both places because of COVID-19.
This left the clinics nowhere else to go, so
they were cancelled outright, leaving
clients—especially those from the Seniors’
Centre—with nowhere obvious to get their
taxes done. In early May, | had a call from
someone at the Seniors’ Centre, asking if
there was any way | could do returns for
their clients. She was getting loads of
phone calls asking if the Centre could help
—the callers were “anxious” to “outright
desperate”. | felt | could help, so
arrangements were made.

Clients were told to drop off their tax
papers at the Centre. After my first meeting
with the person at the Seniors’ Centre, |
came home with the PC we used there to
do returns and the first few “drop-offs” from
clients. | did each of those returns—Iuckily,
all pretty basic!—, “e-filing” it back to the
CRA, printing a copy for the client, and
getting the completed ones back to the
Centre a day later. (At the time I'm writing
this, I've been at it for just on two weeks,
and have done about thirty returns. There
are sure to be many more returns still to
comel)

The PC is a near-new HP laptop, running
Windows 10. In this context, I'm just an
average Windows user, but have found the
system easy enough to use. When it first
came home with me, | had to set it to my
home Wi-Fi network, and to my own
Canon printer—rather then the HP one
they use at the Centre. In both cases, a bit
of Googling found easy instructions for
each operation. (I am printing via Wi-Fi—
AirPrint is the buzzword!—from the PC; at
the Centre, the HP printer is connected by
a cable to the laptop.)

On the whole, the returns | work on are not
complicated, so each one usually doesn’t
take me very long to do. (One does try to

take the time to ensure all information has
been entered correctly!) | could say:
‘[Relatively] easy for me!”. But, from what
my contact at the Seniors’ Centre senses
from clients once they know their return
has been done and submitted successfully,
it is a feeling of immense relief, a great
load off their shoulders. That is very
satisfying to me, knowing that | have done
some good!

"Computer Kaput!"

In July, the Macintouch column carried a
story from a Mac user about why his Mac
mini did not work.

The user had a newish mini which worked
for a short while, then started giving
random errors, self-destructing soon after.
He reformatted the hard drive and re-
installed everything; soon the same
behaviour appeared.

Eventually, he realised he had the mini
sitting right on top of a stereo speaker with
its powerful speaker magnet inside. After
reformatting and re-installing and moving
the mini to a different location—away from
any magnets—it worked perfectly.
(Reminds me of the Boy Scout who
embedded his compass in the wooden
handle of his sheath knife—so it was
always handy! He couldn’t work out why
North was always in the direction of the
knife-blade.)

(From The View from BC, in the August/
2008 edition of AppleSauce)

Cheers,

Mike Millard

didididudgudgad
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Meetings at Rosefield Uniting Church
2 Carlton Street Highgate
(off Fullarton Rd, between Fisher Street & Cross Road)
Street View https://goo.gl/maps/3Zj4ARFTpSHk

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN SA School Holidays, Public Holidays and Observances
APPLE USERS’ CLUB

https.://www.calendar-australia.com/school-calendars/south-
australia/2020/1/0/1/1/

SAAUCery is the monthly newsletter of
South Australian Apple User Club Inc.
http://www.saauc.org.au — https://www.facebook.com/saauc

Editor: Rick Sarkanen

Images, Trade Marks, company and product names are the
property of the respective owners and are used for educational,
information and descriptive purposes only.

Original content © SA Apple Users' Club Inc.
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