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Our May 2020 SAAUC meeting was…

CANCELLED! 
Due to COVID-19 
(the Corona Virus) 
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A word from our President…

Have you looked up at the sky lately? The 
intensity of blue on a sunny day is a 

wonder to 
behold  - I’m told 
the clarity of the 
night sky, I need 
to go outside 
one night, is also 
very beautiful. 
The drawbacks 
of this COVID-19 
pandemic are 
enormous but 
our planet is 

really benefitting from the drop in pollution 
levels. Is it bringing a change in weather?

It’s certainly bringing a change in how we 
do things. We are not able to have our 
monthly Friday meetings, so no meeting 
this Friday 1st May, however, the 
Committee has met in April via FaceTime. 
It took a few minutes to get everyone who 
could on board but otherwise it went well. I 
have never used FaceTime so much as in 
the past six weeks and I think that one of 
the things I will take out of this time in 
isolation is how much better it is to be able 
to see the person you are speaking to 
rather than just hear them on a phone call. 
FaceTime can handle a group call of up to 
32, though I expect the internet connection 
would need to be very good not to get a lot 
of drop out. Last month Mike Millard spoke 
of his experience using Zoom, which has 
the capability of including 1000 in a group 
call. That’s pretty powerful and has 
attracted a lot of users globally to the 
platform. There have been some concerns 
voiced about security but, heh, if you’re 
into social media, what’s the difference. 
The latest app concern is the 
government’s Covidsafe. I’ve downloaded 
it and feel comfortable with the assurances 
as to its use and benefit in dealing with the 
pandemic. If the situation changes, I’ll just 
delete it.

I noticed my Mac Mini, late 2012 Catalina 
10.15.4 was running very slow in the past 
few days and was thinking it could be 
getting to the end of its life, which would be 
most inconvenient as its been a terrific 
machine. Anyway, it got me looking on the 
web and I found this website https://
www.igeeksblog.com/how-to-speed-up-
macos-catalina/  and  I worked through the 
recommendations and it seems to have 
done the trick. There is only 163 GB free of 
1TB on the Hard Drive and I daresay that 
has a lot to do with it - I need to work 
through and delete a lot of unnecessary 
files and duplicated photos. Should keep 
me busy during this isolating time.

Regards and good health

Marie Good   

SAAUC President

 
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…and a word from our Vice 
President…

Zoom is AUSOM! 
There have been some software products 
that have taken the world by storm 

recently, 
especially in 
response to the 
COVID19 
epidemic. Social 
distancing rules 
have made 
people consider 
other options of 

communications, and a number of 
products are filling that void.
Apple has FaceTime, and as Marie 
mentioned, SAAUC recently held our first 
committee meeting on that platform. Other 
large IT corporations are also trying to get 
on the bandwagon, so there are a number 
of products to choose from.

Zoom is another product that has 
increased its consumer numbers 
considerably, and as a current member of 
AUSOM (Apple Users Society of 
Melbourne), I was very impressed with 
their first major online meeting, on Sat 2 
May, 2020. 
The online meeting I believe had up to 107 
participants throughout the day, and lasted 
6 hours.

One thing is for sure, technology never 
stays still.

Love your Apple!

 

Mike’s Musings 

Look! A New iPhone SE! 

Ages ago—well, 2016—Apple offered a 
(relatively) inexpensive iPhone, the iPhone 

SE, which 
was very 
popular. It 
had the 
smallest sized 
screen of any 
iPhone, about 
12 cms, and 
lacked 
refinements of 

other models, but it sold very well. After a 
couple of years, Apple took it off the 
market; since then, there was a steady 
stream of enquiries as to whether Apple 
would bring back such a model. Now they 
have.
The new iPhone SE still has a small 12 cm 
screen compared to a 15.5 cm screen on 
the iPhone 11, a less capable camera than 
any other current models, but its processor 
is the relatively powerful A13, exactly the 
same as in the current iPhone 11 model. 
The new SE lacks Face ID, only Touch ID. 
This model is about the same size as the 
iPhone 8, and will fit carrying cases for the 
8. Oh, it has support for wireless charging
—that’s where you just lie it on a flat 
charger; no cables to be plugged in.
In Australia, the new SE will set you back 
$749 (64 GB), $829 (128 GB) or $999 (256 
GB).  AppleCare is another $129.
“Who Should Upgrade to the New iPhone 
SE” is a article of possible interest: 
<https://appleinsider.com/articles/20/04/17/
who-should-upgrade-to-the-iphone-
se-2020>.

An Apple ARM Processor in a Mac? 

Rumours are getting stronger that Apple 
will bring out a Mac model with one of its 
own ARM processors in it instead of an 
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Intel one, that all Macs have had for some 
years now. Apple began designing its own 
processors based on ARM technology 
some years ago; they have long been 
used in all iPhones, iPads and the iPod 
touch.
ARM technology is incompatible with 
Intel’s. “Why the change?”, you ask. Intel 
has not been able to deliver processors as 
powerful as Apple would like. The ARM 
processor in such a Mac would likely be 
noticeably more powerful—and cheaper—
than the Intel chip in the current version of 
any current model Mac.
Apple has gone through this sort of change 
before. Motorola 680x0 chips were used in 
the earliest models Macs—the 68000, 
68020/030 and /040. These gave way to 
Motorola Power Macs—the G3/G4/G5s—
then, in quite a change, to Intel chips as 
are in current Macs.
Any change will be gradual. The 
suggestion is that the first such model 
would likely be MacBook Pro or Air, and 
could appear in about a year from now.

Early Macs on YouTube 

I had not realised what a trove of 
information there is on YouTube about 
Macs (and other electronic esoterica). 
Here is some information I gleaned about 
three Macs of some years back.

Mac LC Series:
The original LC came out in late 1991. It 
had a 68020 processor running at 16 MHz, 
a 3.5-inch floppy drive, a 40 MB hard drive 
and 2 MB of RAM soldered to the 
motherboard. There were two empty RAM 
slots you could fill with 4 MB SIMMs—but it 
only addressed 8 MB of the RAM, not the 
full 10 MB. The standard monitor offering 
was an Apple 12-inch colour one, with a 
Trinitron tube; its resolution was only 512 x 
384, giving a picture only one-quarter the 
size of that on the “mainline” Apple 14-inch 
monitor, with its 640 x 480 resolution. My 
first Mac was one of these, and it worked 
very nicely for me.

In the next three years followed the LC II, 
still with a 68020 processor—but a bit 
faster—and room for more RAM, the LC 
III, with a faster 68030 processor, and 
finally the LC 475 with a speedy 68040 
processor and room for up to 8 MB of 
RAM. But it still sported only a 40 MB hard 
drive. (I had one of these where I worked; 
it was a reasonably fast machine for my 
needs.) By now, the 12-inch monitor had 
become somewhat of a joke; Apple now 
offered 12-inch monitors, but which used a 
somewhat inferior “shadow mask” picture 
tube.
Google “Macintosh LC” for several articles 
on the LC range

20th Anniversary Mac:
The Twentieth Anniversary Macintosh was 
an Apple indulgence, developed to 
celebrate the firm’s 20th anniversary. It 
looked nothing like any Mac before or 
since. Its initial price was almost $10,000, 
but dropped somewhat not long after. Only 
12,000 of them were manufactured.
<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Twentieth_Anniversary_Macintosh>

iMac G4:
The iMac G4 was another “odd bird” from 
Apple, but this one was designed to sell! 
Take a sphere about 20 cm in diameter, 
cut it in half so the flat bit can sit on a desk, 
and stuff it on top with a 20 cm steel rod; to 
the other end of it is fastened an LC video 
screen. This arrangement made it possible 
for the screen to be set in almost any 
position. It was nicknamed the iLamp, as it 
looked like Luxo jr, a “being” featured in a 
short Pixar film. The G4 iMac sold 
reasonably well, but for its power was 
rather expensive.
<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IMac_G4>

“Whither Microsoft?” 

[From September, 2010. I wrote this when 
“blowhard” Steve Ballmer was CEO, when 
he said that any product Apple made, MS 
would make the same, only better.]
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Whither Microsoft?:
“Microsoft's engineers and executives 
spent two years creating a new line of 
smartphones with playful names that 
sounded like creatures straight out of ‘The 
Cat in the Hat’, Kin One and Kin Two. 
Stylish designs, an emphasis on flashy 
social-networking features and an all-out 
marketing blitz were meant to prove that 
Microsoft could build the right product at 
the right time for the finickiest customers 
—gossiping youngsters with gadget skills. 
But last week, less than two months after 
the Kins arrived in stores, Microsoft (MS) 
said it would kill the products.”

This report seems to be typical of what we 
are hearing more and more about 
Microsoft’s efforts to feature prominently in 
areas like smart phones, tablets and media 
players. They come up with something, but 
it just doesn’t seem to work out. I’m sure 
many readers have heard of their Zune 
media players, but have never seen one. 
They are still being marketed, but—I think
—only in the United States, certainly not in 
Canada or Australia.

Shortly before the iPad was announce last 
January, Microsoft showed off a tablet 
device made by HP at a big trade show; 
they proudly said it was based on their 
mainline Windows 7 OS. But within a short 
time, HP said they were not going to 
produce it; instead they would develop 
tablets based on the WebOS that came 
with their acquisition of Palm. 

Currently, MS talks about three other OSs 
for use on tablets and smartphones. But 
each is incompatible with any other. 
Compare that to Apple and its two OSs: 
iOS for tablets and smartphones and Mac 
OS X for Macintosh computers. The 
difference? MS claims its mainline 
Windows 7 can work equally well on 
anything from a traditional-function PC 
(mouse/keyboard) to a tablet or 
smartphone (multi-touch). I think Apple 
may know better!

So, is Microsoft failing? Not necessarily. 
They are certainly falling behind in 
consumer areas, currently where the most 
growth is but, for now, continue to do well 
in their “legacy” markets, namely The 
Enterprise. This is a market that 
consumers don’t know about—servers and 
back-end database handlers that cost a 
lot, but which are exactly what big 
businesses need to handle their 
transaction volumes. Apple does not even 
try to compete here.

Will Microsoft fail anytime soon? Likely not, 
if they realise exactly what they can do 
well and stay away from anything they 
cannot. Remember IBM: a few decades 
ago, they were THE computer company, 
making their living from selling big 
mainframe computers. But that market 
faded away; today IBM is viable, as a 
supplier of specialised software and 
services for big business. (Maybe it’s not 
Microsoft itself but who is running it …)

Cheers, 

Mike Millard 

 
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Meetings at Rosefield Uniting Church
2 Carlton Street Highgate

 (off Fullarton Rd, between Fisher Street & Cross Road) 
Street View  https://goo.gl/maps/3Zj4RFTpSHk

SA School Holidays, Public Holidays and Observances
https://www.calendar-australia.com/school-calendars/south-

australia/2020/1/0/1/1/

SAAUCery is the monthly newsletter of
South Australian Apple User Club Inc.

 http://www.saauc.org.au –  https://www.facebook.com/saauc 
Editor: Rick Sarkanen

Images, Trade Marks, company and product names are the 
property of the respective owners and are used for educational, 

information and descriptive purposes only.
Original content © SA Apple Users' Club Inc. 
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