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Our April 2020 SAAUC meeting is…

CANCELLED! 
Due to COVID-19 
(the Corona Virus) 
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A word from our President…

It is very difficult to escape from the latest 
news of the 
COVID-19 
pandemic and, 
as time goes on, 
it becomes more 
distressing  to 
listen to. 
However, we 
humans always 
manage to find 
moments of 
humour in the 

most trying of circumstances - such as this 
cartoon Judi sent me a week ago. Can I 
encourage everyone to take a little time to 
make use of our wonderful computers to 
find funny items to post to the email group. 

Don’t forget to make use of FaceTime. Did 
you know you can have up to 32 people on 
FaceTime at the same time? That’s a lot of 
screen images on an iPhone! It’s a 
wonderful way to keep in touch with family 
and friends and so easy to use.

Take care

Marie Good   🙂🦠😕

SAAUC President

 

2020 PRESIDENT’S REPORT - 

SAAUC AGM 
SAAUC celebrated its 37th birthday in July 
last year and we still have a few of those 
original members who are members today. 
Member numbers have fluctuated over the 
years and in the past decade have been 
on the decline - probably mostly due to the 
arrival of and steady growth of the internet 
and the consequent ease of accessing 
information. Generations Y & Z who have 
grown up with computing are not looking to 
join any clubs or organisations and so we 

are not finding the new members we would 
like to see. Our membership, as at today, 
is 77 compared to 77 last year.

We are very conscious of the fact most of 
our members are unable to get to 
meetings and we believe that the Google 
email group and the Newsletter, 
SAAUCery, helps to fill the gap in their 
membership experience.

Activities Meetings continue to be held on 
the first Friday of each month, except 
January, and we covered a multitude of 
topics during the year - scanning, Markup, 
Disk Utilities, Backups, Photos and the 
new operating systems, iOS13, iPad 
iOS13, and macOS 10.15 Catalina. We 
had three special presentations - Numbers 
by Peter Jenkins, Q & A with Viano Jaksa, 
and Final Cut Pro by Michael Cowling. We 
are very appreciative of the generosity of 
those who give their time to share their 
knowledge and expertise with us.
I must mention what a pleasure it was to 
have Mike Millard visit us from Canada last 
August and be able to spend time with 
him. We are blessed to have Mike writing 
for us each month in SAAUCery - it is 
great to get a perspective from the other 
side of the world.

Thanks to Rick Sarkanen, we have moved 
into the social media world of FaceBook. 
We have a few followers but we could do 
with increasing that number with more 
postings from all of us. Our web page is 
looking very polished and again we have 
Rick to thank for that and for his work 
putting together SAAUCery each month, 
for which any small article, photo etc would 
be happily received.

The Library has continued to be of 
assistance to many who take advantage of 
new publications added to it under the 
watchful eye of our Librarian, Judi Crouch.

The Committee has met every month, in a 
little room in the Goodwood Community 
Centre, and is a very harmonious group - 
David Baker, Paul Beard, Judi Crouch, 
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Colin Heal, Rick Sarkanen, Peter 
Wiechmann and myself. I thank everyone 
for their input and support during the year. 

I think we were all a little bewildered by the 
number of updates to Apple’s Operating 
Systems last year. We haven’t had one for 
a while so we can probably expect clear 
sailing until September/October this year. 
Providing the Coronavirus doesn’t 
completing ruin everything, I look forward 
to what the year will bring.

Marie Good   


President, SAAUC  - 6 March 2020

…and a word from our Vice 
President…

Hands-On-Mac/iOS 
There is a new video podcast that’s just 

started, that Leo 
Laporte gives you 
helpful tips about 
Apple Mac’s. It’s 
a weekly show, 
and is released in 
the U.S on 
Fridays 
(Saturdays in 
Australia). He 

also has a show about iOS as well.
The first two Mac episodes have covered 
things like changing the default Touch Bar 
on an Apple MacBook (Pro). You can 
display your Dock applications, have easy 
access to changing window displays (e.g. 
to fullscreen 
etc), and 
much more. 
The second 
episode runs 
through a 
firewall app 
called Lulu.

Check it out 
at https://
twit.tv/posts/
inside-twit/
hands-mac-leo-laporte-new-podcast or 
subscribe to Apple Podcasts at https://
podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/
id1502320525

Love your Apple!

 
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Mike’s Musings 

“ZOOM”ing in on a Virtual Meeting 

I belong to a co-housing group here in 
Vancouver that is setting up a building 

where all 
twenty-
seven of our 
households 
will live 
when it is 
finished in a 
year’s time. 

(Functionally, 
it will be just like “Christie Walk” in 
Adelaide.) Like many groups who would 
usually meet in person, we are now having 
to meet “on screen”.
That was what most of us were doing on 
Sunday morning, 29th March.There were 
thirty of us “on screen”, all scattered 
around Vancouver, with one family calling 
in from a small town 100 kms north of 
Vancouver. We chose to use the ZOOM 
conferencing system, and generally found 
it easy to use. Nearly all were on 
computer, a couple were using iPads and 
one was using a mobile 
phone. You can fit up to 
thirty people on a computer 
screen, five on an iPad and 
one on an iPhone screen. 
More than that go onto a 
second screen you can “flip” 
to and from.
For a formal meeting, it 
works best if everyone 
keeps they're mic muted, 
and only “unmutes” when 
they want to actually speak. 
(There is a “mute” icon to 
click on; a better way is to 
keep muted, hold the space 
bar down while you are 
actually speaking then 
release when you have 
finished speaking.) For a casual meeting—
say, six  to eight people—everyone may be 

unmuted, but there can be a tendency for 
all wanting to speak at once!
To use ZOOM on a computer, you 
download and install an app. To set up a 
“meeting”, someone gets a code form 
ZOOM Central, then sends that to 
everyone who wants to participate. Close 
to the time a meeting is to start, each 
participant clicks on the code they have 
received (usually in email) to join the 
meeting.You can pay ZOOM a fee to hold 
meetings of unspecified length, or hold a 
“freeby”, where they cut you off after forty 
minutes.
Even though this was the first time many of 
us had experienced a ZOOM meeting, we 
all felt it worked very well. It does help to 
have a good Internet connection!

A New iMac 

I acquired a new iMac recently. Its main 
feature is an SSD drive. My old iMac, of 
2017 vintage, had a [Con?]Fusion drive— 
a main “spinning” 1 TB hard drive, closely 
coupled to a 20 GB SSD. (The system 
determines exactly what goes on the SSD
—usually things that need to be accessed 
quickly and frequently.)

Around the time I installed Catalina, it 
began to occasionally behave in funny 
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ways. Initially I blamed it on Catalina, but 
eventually decided that it was the new 
version for Catalina of the utility Cocktail 
(which I’d been using with no trouble for a 
few years) that was causing me the grief, 
so I purged it from my system. (The author 
is now offering what is probably a more 
“solid” version of it for Catalina, but I’m still 
staying away from it for the next while.)
The old machine otherwise ran well, but I 
hd always wondered a bit about the 
compromise of Fusion drives. I posted to 
this effect in the Club’s Google Groups. 
Both John and Martin replied with opinions 
a similar thought only a lot stronger than 
mine. Adding these to my own thoughts led 
me to get the new machine.

Diversions in These COVID-19 
Times 

It was inevitable that people would come 
up with “entertainments” relating to the 
current pandemic. In the past week I’ve 
received two of them, both from friends in 
Australia.
The first was The Ballad of the Dunny Roll, 
which—surprisingly, to me—seems to 
have been performed on the ABC! I have 
enjoyed it a lot, as have many Canadian 
friends—from far and wide!— to whom I 
have sent it🤓 . (It’s on YouTube. Search 
for Ballad Dunny Roll.) Just like you, 
Canada has toilet tissues “locusts”, too, 
who swoop in and strip the supermarket 
shelves bare of this vital item.
The second was something which, I think, 
might be an effective vehicle for teaching 
kids to “wash your hands while standing 
two metres apart”. One Shirley Serban, a 
teacher at a primary school in New 
Zealand, came up with it. I think it’s 
amazingly well done, too. It’s on YouTube 
also, at: 
<https://www.youtube.com/watch?
feature=youtu.be&v=MMBh-
eo3tvE&app=desktop>
(So far, I’ve not seen or heard of any 
similar effort by Canadians …)

Enabling the Mac Startup Chime 

In SAAUCery 2020-03 I described a 
procedure for enabling the Start-up chime 
in current model Macs. (This was a 
common features for years in Macs of 
yore, but Apple has suppressed it in recent 
times.)
I enabled the chime in my current iMac, 
but am not terribly impressed. It is not 
nearly as loud as in earlier Macs. The 
setting of my Mac’s Volume control makes 
no difference. Martin Fopp said he had 
tried, over quite a period of time, to enable 
the chime in newer Macs, but without 
success.

Finally, in Conclusion … 

Our Canadian Prime Minister, Justin 
Trudeau, lives with his wife and thee kids 
in a large house in Ottawa. Around the 
middle of March his wife was found to 
have COVID-19, so Trudeau isolated 
himself in their house, so no officials came 
there. Instead, he worked over the phone 
and on line. A bit later his wife and he kids 
moved to their country home for the 
duration. At the end of March his wife was 
declared virus-free.
During this time Trudeau would come to 
the front steps of the house each morning 
at 11:00 a.m., and hold a media 
conference that the CBC broadcasts “live”. 
He is still doing that. While all this was 
going on, it was alleged that some 
Canadian secret service agents had 
contracted a slightly different form of the 
corona virus, referred to as COVERT-19.

Cheers, 

Mike Millard 

 
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Meetings at Rosefield Uniting Church
2 Carlton Street Highgate

 (off Fullarton Rd, between Fisher Street & Cross Road) 
Street View  https://goo.gl/maps/3Zj4RFTpSHk

SA School Holidays, Public Holidays and Observances
https://www.calendar-australia.com/school-calendars/south-

australia/2020/1/0/1/1/

SAAUCery is the monthly newsletter of
South Australian Apple User Club Inc.

 http://www.saauc.org.au –  https://www.facebook.com/saauc 
Editor: Rick Sarkanen

Images, Trade Marks, company and product names are the 
property of the respective owners and are used for educational, 

information and descriptive purposes only.
Original content © SA Apple Users' Club Inc. 
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