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Our next SAAUC meeting is...

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN
APPLE USERS’ CLUB

Friday February 7th
from 7:30pm

VPN - Virtual Private Network

Presented by Peter Jenkins

See location map below.
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A word from our President...

Happy New Year. We must count
ourselves lucky that we have woken to a
beautiful gently
warm day and
clear blue sky
and not huddling
on a beach
wondering if
those flames are
burning our
home.
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My Xmas Kris

Kringle gift was a
book, SAPIENS - A brief History of
Humankind.
Not a
particularly
light bedtime
read - I'm
only up to
chapter 3.
From just one
of many
animal
species on
the earth of
equal footing
we have
moved to the
top of the food
chain and, where early man had few
artefacts which had to be carried
everywhere they went, modern man will
possess millions of artefacts in a lifetime,
from the humblest milk carton to ocean
going ships. The last century has seen an
explosive growth at every level of our
society and we are finally needing to take
notice. Technology has no doubt brought
us to the point we have reached and we
now need to use it to help us survive.

AR

A recent artefact purchase of mine is a
smart tv. Once set up | looked to connect
to the internet with my Netgear mobile wifi
broadband, Nighthawk M1, and was
puzzled to find it could ‘see’the 2.4Ghz
channel but not the 5Ghz channel - 2.4 is

the most common but the 5 is always
much faster. After various attempts | finally
succumbed and rang Samsung and was
told the tv could only pickup the 2.4Ghz
wifi channel - so much for the smart tv.

The wifi connection was woeful at
watching anything which required
downloading, buffering is a nightmare. The
alternatives seemed to be to use (a)
Airplay with my iPhone, (b) bring back the
Apple TV which had been moved into
another room or (c) ditch the mobile
broadband and go to NBN. Appreciating
the stand alone capabilities of the tv |
didn’t really like any of them. The actual
solution was to connect the mobile
broadband to the tv with an ethernet cable
- 'simples’. | am lucky that the Nighthawk
M1 has an
ethernet port
otherwise it
couldn’t have
been done.
The modem
can be used
with the
battery
removed and
plugged into
the mains but
I find it easier
to run it with
the battery
without the need to add to the tv power
cord clutter and making it still easy to
move the modem around. The moral of
this story is to choose your artefacts
carefully and don’t give up until all avenues

are exhausted (&)

Best wishes for a Happy and Healthy New
Year.

P
Marce (/’%{%
SAAUC President
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Don't forget our Annual General
Meeting, which is on Friday 6th
March. This is the opportunity
where we can 'Think Different’
with a hew face or two for our
committee. Don't be shy, it's
actually quite fun!

SAA_UC Meetings 2020
Fridays @ 7:30pm

Mike's Musings

The Bushfires in Australia

Our Canadian media have been reporting
on the bushfire

situation in
v Australia
I * I B ¥ nearly ever
‘ . day for some
el ﬁ % time now. |
Vancouver certainly
remember
| — that we had
bushfires
nearly

summer when | was growing up, but this
time it is unnaturally high temperatures
and unnaturally strong winds fanning
flames that is burning up vegetation that
has endured literally years of drought. That
set of conditions has really never prevailed
before.

We get bad fires in Canada during the
summer. Three years ago the city of Fort
McMurray, in central Alberta, suffered
badly. The summers of 2017 and 2018
were bad in B.C., yet 2019 saw relatively
few fires. Volunteer fire-fighters from
Australia have come over here to help our
people. | know that quite a number of
Canadians are in Australia now to help out.

People will be wondering if this summer’s
conditions are a unique combination that
will not occur again for a long time, or “is
this the new normal?”. Quickly addressing
climate change will help not make it so, but
our politicians, and others who matter, may
not act quickly enough to do that. They will
have to work hard at it to turn things
around ...

Still More on Streaming

In the last year I've written about
“streaming”, and the apps for tvOS and
iOS that the CBC and other networks have
created here in Canada. | listen to CBC
Radio nearly all the time and watch a lot of
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TV on the CBC network. The CBC’s apps
for both TV (“CBC Gem”) and radio (“CBC
Listen”) offer something | had not really
looked into. That is, you can “tune” to “live”
radio and TV from just about any
broadcast centre in the country. So, say
I’m in Vancouver but not at home, “Schitt’s
Creek” is on at 8 o’clock and | have not set
the PVR to record it. It’s nearly 8 o’clock in
Winnipeg, so | can just fire up “Gem” on
the iPhone, find a comfortable spot to
relax, tell the app |
want to watch
what is being
broadcast
currently on the
Winnipeg TV
station, and sit
back and enjoy!
When in AUS last
August, | listened
to the CBC
Vancouver radio
station all the time
that way! (Of
course, one does
have to be
cognisant of time
differences!) |
know that the ABC
has created apps
that do much the
same thing.

There is one use
of streaming that
had not occurred
to me until | came
across an
example of it
around
Christmastime. That is ... “live streaming”
to the Internet of classical music
performances and similar events. Just
before Christmas | was trolling across
offerings on YouTube when | came across
a video about “... ‘Messiah’ ... Sydney
Opera House”. I'm a sucker for “Messiah”
and well-performed choral music, so pulled
it up—and found it was the Sydney
Symphony Orchestra and I-a-r-g-e choir
doing the whole shebang! It was

marvellous!! And all recorded only a week
before.

| hear regular references to ABC Radio’s
Listen app. The CBC had their CBC Radio
app for a few years, then revamped it
nicely a few months ago, and they called
theirs the Listen app, too! That’s no
problem; what is ... is every CBC Radio
personality gets 30 seconds at least once
a day to flog the bloody thing! To that | do

not Listen®® /!

Scams

I’m sure you get
scammy phone
calls quite often.
Over here we
certainly do! A
popular one has
the stern male
voice of some
great hairy
knuckle-dragger
saying that “... an
action has been
taken out against
you by the CRA
(the Canada
Revenue Agency,
our “ATO”) for
unpaid taxes. If
you do not call
this number
<given> to settle
this matter
immediately, you
could be liable to

arrest!” And, of
course, some of those getting these calls
phone “this number” and pay what is
demanded. In some cases, even when
payment must be made in “iTunes cards”
or even bitcoin!

For the past few months | have been
getting about one a week. | listen—the
voice is often a recording—smile, and
hang up at the end of the call. The most
recent was a bit different. After the bit
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about calling “this number”, the voice
ended by saying: “If you do not, | can only
wish you ‘good luck’ And have a blessed
day!” (Towards the end, it did sound like he
was misreading his script a bit!)

Remember back some years, all those
emails you would get from a “Nigerian
prince”, who had to leave his country in
fear of his life but managed to secrete a
stash of “a million US dollars in gold” in a
third country? He could not risk retrieving it
himself but offered you a big chunk of it if
you would get it and deliver it to him? They
seem to die off a while back. But in early
January | got an actual letter in my letter-
box here at home from an official at a
(purported?) bank in China!

Apparently a “John” Millard left a deposit of
nearly two million USD in that bank, only to
die off not long after, allegedly leaving no
will. And, just like in those Nigerian prince
cases, I've been offered half—though |
must tell no-one about this scheme! | will
be told his “direct phone number as soon
as | hear from you”. | was fascinated! Ill
just wait to see if | hear further from this
correspondent!

Being Nasty to an iDevice User

The 199th of the “over 200 new features”
iOS 5 brings is “Shortcut”—essentially a
text-expanding tool. You can set a short
string of characters which, when typed, will
cause the longer string set up beside the
shortcut to appear instead. (I saw that
“‘omw” for “On my way” comes set in iOS 5
on my iPad.)

To set such shortcuts, go to
“Settings”, tap “General”, select
“Keyboard” then scroll down to the
“Add New Shortcut” button. To be
nasty, “borrow” someone’s iDevice
while they are distracted, then type
in a common word or abbreviation in
the “Shortcut” box and something
utterly nonsensical (but, of course,
not offensive!) in the “Phrase” box—
the longer the better:-).

(Way back in the days of Mac OS 9,
Apple—for a short time—put an app
on the Desktop to Shut Down the
machine. One observed strange
behaviour on the part of a user when
an alias of this app was put in their
Startup Items folder ...)

Marvelling @ Apple's
Inconsistencies

Recently, | discovered an inconsistency
among Apple’s iOS devices, specifically
how you bring up the Control Centre on
each type of device. (That’s the panel that
collects a number of useful utility functions
and apps in the one screen.) So ... what’s
the Big Deal?

Pick up iPhone, flick up from bottom of
screen; voila the Control Centre. Pick up
iPod touch, flick up from bottom of screen;
up comes the Control Centre. Now for the
iPad. Flick up from bottom of screen ...
flick up from bottom of screen ... nothing
happening! Ok, so ask Siri, or ask he Web.
“Flick down from the top right corner of the
screen!”, I'm told gleefully. They’re right!

But why the inconsistency? Personally, |
can’t see why flicking up from the bottom
of the screen cannot the same for an iPad.
Grrrr!

Cheers,

Mike Millard
digigEgcgEgE®
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SOUTH AUSTRALIAN
APPLE USERS’ CLUB
-

S

Meetings at Rosefield Uniting Church
2 Carlton Street Highgate
(off Fullarton Rd, between Fisher Street & Cross Road)
Street View https://goo.gl/maps/3Zj4ARFTpSHk

SA School Holidays, Public Holidays and Observances

https ://lwww.calendar-australia.com/school-calendars/south-
australia/2020/1/0/1/1/

SAAUCery is the monthly newsletter of
South Australian Apple User Club Inc.
http://www.saauc.org.au — https://www.facebook.com/saauc

Editor: Rick Sarkanen

Images, Trade Marks, company and product names are the property of the respective owners and
are used for educational, information and descriptive purposes only.

Original content © SA Apple Users' Club Inc.
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