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Our next SAAUC meeting is…

Friday September 6th 
from 7:30pm

Final Cut Pro
presented by Michael Cowling

             See location map below.  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A word from our President…

We had a very special August meeting 
being graced with a visit from Mike Millard 

and, as always, a 
very enjoyable 
discussion with 
Viano Jaksa. This 
coming 
September Friday  
meeting will also  
be a special 
evening with a 
presentation of 
Final Cut Pro by 
Apple 

Distinguished Educator, Michael Cowling. 
This will be a not to miss session for 
anyone interested in creating films and 
video. 
September is iPhone release month and 
the new models should be on show in US 
on Tuesday 10th, which means early 
Wednesday our time. The new operating 
systems, macOS Catalina, iOS 13, 
iPadOS, watchOS 6 and tvOS 13 are 
usually released slightly before or at the 
same time so there will be a lot happening 
in the next couple of weeks. Make sure 
everything is backed up before updating 
and be vary aware that any old 32bit 
software currently on you Macs and other 
devices will not run on the new Operating 
Systems - you will want to avoid those 
greyed out icons with a slashed circle! 
There will be many new and interesting 
features which we will be looking into at 
the October meeting.
The new iPhone will have many facing the 
dilemma of whether to upgrade. The ever 
increasing cost is causing many to hang 
on to their phones for longer and with 5G 
on the horizon, probably two years before 
the network is properly rolled out, many 
will be thinking ‘will I, won’t I’.
See you at the Friday meeting.

Marie Good
SAAUC President

…and a word from our Vice 
President

Just a quick update from last months 
SAAUCery 
article 
regarding my 
Messages in 
iCloud issue 
(some 
messages 
didn’t appear 
to upload to 
the cloud). 
Unfortunately 

the Apple guy I spoke to agreed it was a 
known issue internally, but has suggested I 
wait for an update to iCloud software. It 
was a disappointing result, but I am hoping 
there are iCloud updates in iOS13, so the 
problem gets resolved soon. If it doesn’t, 
then I will export my messages using an 
application called “TouchCopy”, which has 
the ability to export into a HTML file 
(viewable in a web browser). Then I can 
‘retire’ my iPhone 7 Plus, or find a new 
home for it.

SAAUCery 
Just a reminder, we would love to receive 
some content from members to publish in 
SAAUCery. You may have recently found a 
solution to a problem, or may wish to share 
your thoughts about anything Apple. 
Maybe you have taken a photo that could 
be used as the newsletter banner.
Don’t be shy…new content makes it more 
interesting. 

Rick Sarkanen 
SAAUC Vice President
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Mike’s Musings 

A Very Enjoyable Holiday 
 
It is two weeks since I got back to 
Vancouver after a very enjoyable 3.5-

weeks 
holiday in 
Australia. 
First off, I 
will 
reiterate 
what I said 
in a posting 
to the Club 
Google 

Group website just before I left Adelaide. 
Thank You Very Much for indeed treating 
me “royally” while I was with you Club 
members. It was an honour to meet people 
whose names I knew only from Club 
postings. I found the talk at the Club 
meeting very interesting; he was a great 
speaker.
So … what did I experience the rest of my 
time I was in Australia? Before Adelaide I 
spent some days with my brother in the 
small town of Mullumbimby (“Mullum” to 
the In Crowd!). It is up the north coast of 
N.S.W. fairly close to the QLD border. It is 
almost sub-tropical, the terrain is 
somewhat hilly, well forested with 
“garbage” Camphor Laurel trees, and lots 
of “not garbage” macadamia nut trees, 
both growing wild and in orchards. In the 
late Sixties lots of “hippie” types moved up 
there; the area generally retains much of 
that ethos. (To the point that Mullumbimby 
has been dubbed the “anti-vaxxer capital 
of Australia”—which my brother is 
definitely NOT!)
From Adelaide I went to stay with my sister 
in Wagga Wagga, in southern N.S.W. My 
parents and I moved there in 1946, when 
the population was about 15,000. Now it is 
over 65,000, and the residential area now 
is many times greater. It seems to be a 
prosperous city—the surrounding region 
supports a lot of agriculture, as well as a 

RAAF training base to the east and a big 
Army training base to the west. The 
Murrumbidgee River stills floods part of the 
town occasionally!
My next stay was a weekend with friends, 
a couple of retired microbiologists, on their 
truffle farm near Canberra. They 
established the truffle orchard about seven 
years ago. They prepared a hectare of 
ground, then planted one hundred 
European and English Oak trees they 
bought, whose roots had been infused with 
truffle spores. I think they have been able 
to harvest truffles in reasonable quantities 
for the last couple of years.
You use an 
animal to sniff 
out the truffles
—they use 
their very 
friendly kelpie-
cross house 
dog (named 
Bella) to do 
the sniffing. 
When the dog 
carefully paws 
at the ground 
under a tree, 
one of my 
friends then digs round the spot carefully 
to retrieve the truffle. They put it into a 
small Ziploc bag, then record which tree, 
how far away from the tree base, how far 
down and the date. Eventually they are 
brought back to the house to be washed 
and weighed. On this particular morning 
they got a total of 350 grams of truffles. 
Someone at retail could pay up to $2.00 a 
gram for them. Truffles from their orchard 
and from others in the region are all sent 
down to 
Sydney to an 
“aggregator”. 
(Photos: 
“Truffles 
Sought” and 
“Truffles 
Found”.)
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After truffles, it was on to Sydney. My other 
brother’s flat, in an old building, is very 
small, so he found me a room in a nearby 
suburban pub that was only a few minutes’ 
walk from his flat. The accommodation in 
the pub was quite basic, but clean and 
comfortable. From his front window, he 
looks squarely onto the western side of the 
Sydney Harbour Bridge, so has the best 
view in Sydney of the New Year’s Eve 
fireworks!
Sydney has just completed two big transit 
projects. On is the first stage of a “metro” 
train line that uses driverless trains. It runs 
from Tallawong, an outer suburb to the 
north-west of Sydney, south-east to 
Chatswood, a station on the north side of 
the Harbour where existing suburban 
trains run. They are busy tunnelling under 
Sydney Harbour to a station near Central 
Station, in the CBD. I took a ride; it seems 
to run nicely. (Our Skytrains here in 
Vancouver have been driverless for about 
thirty-five years, with little problem!)
The other project, still in the late testing 
stages, is a tramline from Circular Quay, in 
the CBD, out to a couple of suburbs to the 
south-east. The new trams will go into 
service just on fifty years after the last of 
Sydney’s old trams were taken out of 
service.
I brought an iPhone and iPad to Australia. 
A Telstra SIM went into the iPhone very 
quickly, and “worked as advertised” while I 
was there. Apart from occasional problems 
sending email out and mobile reception 
“on the edge” at my brother’s house just 
out of Mullumbimby, I had no problem 
using either. I took about a third of my 
photos on the iPhone, the rest with my 
regular camera. It was a bit nerve-
wracking getting my Canadian SIM back 
into the iPhone ten minutes before my 
plane landed. I needed that so I could 
summon my friend waiting near the 
terminal to come in to the pick-up area for 
me. Mission accomplished!

I Believe In Miracles… 
 
… well, if not quite that, I can say I have 
experienced “unexpected Re-incarnation”! 
It happened this way:
The other evening I had loaded my iPod 
touch with photos I took on my recent trip 
Australia, to show to the neighbours next 
door. Along with the Pod would go a 
Lightning-to-HDMI adapter and a 2m HDMI 
cable to plug into an available HDMI port 
on their HD TV. While putting it all away, 
the iPod dropped about 15 cm onto the 
hardwood floor end-on. 
I picked it up, pressed buttons to see if all 
was OK, but … absolutely on sign of life, 
whatever I did. A definite “O <expletive>” 
moment! All I could think of doing was to 
put the iPod back on its charger, without 
any real idea of what this might achieve. 
Having done so, I pressed buttons again, 
to no further avail, the screen just 
remaining blank. Partway through the night 
I woke up, and noticed that the screen was 
lighted, but still blank. Buttons pressed, still 
no action, so went back to bed.
The following morning the screen was 
illuminated but blank, but I pressed buttons 
nevertheless. This time, though, Re-
incarnation! Back on the screen was 
everything that should have been there if it 
was working normally. All the button-
pressing I could think of produced exactly 
what should have happened. All my photos 
were still intact, too! And plugging it into 
my TV set showed the photos exactly as 
anticipated.
What happened? I dunno! My best guess: 
the violent bump perhaps shorted the 
battery, so it drained completely. A night on 
the charger brought things back to normal? 
I dunno!
That night the neighbours enjoyed the 
picture show …

Cheers, 

Mike Millard 
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Meetings at Rosefield Uniting Church
2 Carlton Street Highgate

 (off Fullarton Rd, between Fisher Street & Cross Road) 
Street View  https://goo.gl/maps/3Zj4RFTpSHk

SA School Holidays, Public Holidays and Observances
http://www.calendar-australia.com/school-calendars/south-

australia/2019/1/0/1/1/

SAAUCery is the monthly newsletter of
South Australian Apple User Club Inc.

 http://www.saauc.org.au –  https://www.facebook.com/saauc 
Editor: Rick Sarkanen

Images, Trade Marks, company and product names are the property of the respective owners and 
are used for educational, information and descriptive purposes only.

Original content © SA Apple Users' Club Inc. 
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