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Our next SAAUC meeting is…

Friday May 3rd 
from 7:30pm

Apple ‘X’ Files
(Backups - Time Machine - Syncing - Scanning - Markup - Disk Utilities - Photo files etc)

See location map on the last page. 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A word from our 
President…
There is a lot of talk about 5G coming to 
our mobile phones soon and it makes me 

think about the 
magical roller 
coaster ride we 
have been on 
with computers 
and IT over the 
last decade, the 
iPhone now 
coming up to 12 
years, and how 
we inevitably 
miss the odd and 

small refinements to each new release of 
operating systems more than the more 
obvious hardware changes. To this end, 
we will be looking at and for those little 
things at our next meeting this Friday. We 
will be looking at backing up and Time 
Machine, syncing, scanning, Markup, Disk 
Utilities, Photo files etc… Bring your 
devices along and join in the discussion.

Regards

Marie Good
SAAUC President

…and a word from our 
Vice President

Have you ever done it? Has it been a long 
time since you did it last? What time of the 
day do you like to do it? Do you like to do it 

in different 
places? Are 
you a 
beginner, or 
do you think 
you’re an 
expert?

Yes, I’m 
talking about 

backups. They 
are an essential task when you own a 
Mac, iPhone, iPad or any other device. 
The last thing you would want, is to lose 
that critical document, family photo, or 
home video that you captured.

There are many ways to backup your 
important files. Copying it to another media 
source like an external hard drive, USB 
stick, CD/DVD, another computer, NAS 
device,  or in the Cloud, provides you with 
many options to avoid a catastrophe.
Which ever way you choose, you can 
never have too many backups. As a 
minimum, you should try and have at least 
a ‘local’ backup, and preferably an offsite 
backup, so that you have 3 copies of your 
important file(s). Remember, your storage 
device can fail at any time, with some 
storage devices more prone to failure than 
others.
You can also clone your Mac (with Carbon 
Copy Cloner) to an external drive, and 
make it bootable. Or maybe Time Machine 
is your preferred backup solution.

I use iCloud to store my photos, but I do 
store the original photos (hi-res) on my 
Mac, which gets backed up to multiple 
devices. You could also export your 
images from Photos in their original format 
(jpg etc) if you want to use/store them 
outside of the Photos app.
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Some people may have enabled “Desktop 
and Documents” to be synchronised to 
their iCloud account. I haven’t enabled this 
myself, as I would need to increase my 
current 200GB of iCloud storage 
significantly. And my 200GB quota is 
shared with two other ‘Family’ members. 

So whichever option(s) you choose, just 
make sure you do run regular backups, 
before you lose something special.

Rick Sarkanen 
SAAUC Vice President

Links of interest 

★ Backup your Mac 

★ Backup your iPhone, iPad, and 
iPod touch 

★ Carbon Copy Cloner 

★ Export photos, videos and slide 
shows from Photos on Mac 

Mike’s Musings 

What My iPad Has Taught 
Me - So Far 

From the archives—November/2010: my 
impressions of my first iPad, the very first 
model.)
I bought a “basic” iPad (16 GB, Wi-Fi-only) 

in early 
August, as 
much to 
“prove the 
concept” as 
really 
“needing it”. 
I’m 
enjoying 
using it, but 

some of its capabilities and functions—or 
lack thereof—are taking some getting used 
to:-). 
One learns quickly that an iPad, while 
related to iPhones and iPod touches by 
OS, is no laptop or netbook, having no 
mouse/trackpad nor keyboard built in 
(though an Apple Bluetooth keyboard 
works well with it). So it can’t do many 
things a small netbook could do, but doing 
nearly everything by touch does work very 
well most of the time.
The iPad’s screen is 9.7 inches/24.5 cm 
diagonally, about the same size as many 
netbook screens. Its resolution is 1024 x 
768, common on PCs and Macs for years
—but being smaller, the picture screen is 
very clear. As is, you can type into a ‘Pad, 
using an onscreen keyboard that pops up 
on appropriate occasions. (But it fills up to 
half the screen, not convenient using an 
app like Pages.) It has the common 
iDevice trick of the picture staying “right 
way up” as you rotate it. Naked, an iPad is 
difficult to prop up; clad in Apple’s iPad 
case, it can be sloped usefully in 
landscape orientation. It must be naked to 
plug upright in portrait mode on one of 
Apple’s iPad docks.
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In the iPad box, you get a cable about a 
metre long, that has a plug for the docking 
socket on an iDevice at one end, and a 
USB plug at the other. Then there is a tiny 
power plug to go in a power outlet on one 
side, with a female USB socket on the 
other. You can connect these to a power 
outlet, or insert the USB plug of the cable 
into a USB port on a Mac or PC, to supply 
power to the iPad to charge it up. You must 
connect an iPad initially to a computer and 
run iTunes to load it up with iOS and its 
accompanying apps. In practical terms, an 
iPad cannot really survive without regular 
connection to a WiFi network. You can get 
new apps from the App Store, or 
synchronise information on the computer 
it’s connected to via iTunes, but you can’t 
connect to the Internet through this 
connection.
A basic use of an iPad involves any app 
that can retrieve information from—or, in 
the case of the Mail app, send to— the 
Web. Moving files between your iPad and 
a computer is more problematic; Apple’s 
“motherhood” way is that you be 
connected with iTunes running. You 
specify which files on the computer you 
want moved to the iPad, or vice versa, 
then “sync”. It’s straightforward, but rather 
limiting. Right now, you can’t just get to 
files on a machine on the same network 
and drag them across. Having access to 
Mobile Me is advantageous, for synching 
data from apps like Calendar/iCal or 
Contact/Address Book. The latest update 
to Pages for iPad makes it easy to copy 
files directly between an iPad and your 
iDisk. (Part of the problem is this: In Mac 
OS X and Windows, you can see ALL your 
files where they lie on a volume, 
regardless of which app created them; in 
iOS, an app can really only “see” the files it 
created.)
So, how am I doing with my ‘Pad? OK, I 
suppose. Surfing the Web is dead easy—
and don’t forget your Internet company’s 
Webmail service at those foreign 
airports:-)! Typing up something in Pages 
is handy, though you must allow for the 
virtual keyboard taking up so much screen 

room. I’ve downloaded only the one book 
via the iBook app (“Winnie the Pooh”, 
free); it is very easy to read on the iPad 
screen. Another app called GoodReader 
will display many types of file. Printing is 
difficult—one app I bought that promised 
printing really does not; I’ll wait for iOS 4.2 
(promised for November) that is supposed 
to make that a lot easier. (See my item in 
last month’s newsletter about which Apple 
accessories for the iPad are worthwhile, 
and which may not be.)
The iPad is great for showing off photos to 
a few people. Many business people use it 
that way for showing Keynote slideshows. 
And nearly ten hours of battery life should 
mean you can watch the several movies 
you’ve loaded up on that cross-country 
flight …

“Various” 
Here are some items I’ve collected 
recently, that may be of interest.

HomeKit: Everything You Need to Know  
Apple’s HomeKit environment allows 
devices using it to be controlled by iOS 
apps on an iPhone or iPad. E.g. in winter, 
turn on the central heating at home the 
moment you leave work.
<https://www.macrumors.com/guide/
homekit/>

How to make and receive phone calls on 
HomePod  
You could not do this when Apple first 
introduced its HomePod speaker, but it is 
now possible since iOS 12 was released. 
<https://appleinsider.com/articles/19/03/07/
how-to-make-and-receive-phone-calls-on-
homepod>

How to use Apple's Accessibility 
features to set up an iPad for the elderly 
or disabled  
Apple provides a variety of controls and 
settings on the iPad for people with 
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disabilities to use aniPad to the best of 
their abilities. The areas  of control and 
settings are Physical Problems, General 
Display Accessibility and Speech. 
<https://appleinsider.com/articles/19/04/03/
how-to-use-apples-accessibility-features-to-set-
up-an-ipad-for-older-users>

What to Do If Your iPhone is Lost or 
Stolen  
This article goes over the steps to take if 
your iPhone is stolen, what settings to use 
to minimise how useful the phone could be 
if stolen, and other steps to take if it is 
stolen. (Remember the good old Find my 
iPhone to use on another iOs or Mac 
device!) 
<https://www.macrumors.com/guide/what-to-
do-if-your-iphone-is-lost-or-stolen/>

Apologia … 

I  must apologise if this month’s offerings 
seem a bit “distant”. Things have been a 
bit “busy” for me in the last few weeks, that 
I have had to been minded of them. I will 
try to offer as decent an introduction for 
each one as possible.

… and a Bit More: 
One thing I can allude to relates to 
listening to Internet Radio. (See a related 
article in SAAUCery for June, 2016 for an 
article on “Internet Radio Tuner”). During 
the day at home I usually listen to the local 
CBC Vancouver station; I can hear it from 
a basic AM radio, on my iDevices using the 
CBC Radio app, and at my iMac via the 
Internet Radio tuner described in the 
article. One thing I noticed when I first 
listened to the station on each of these 
devices was that there is a noticeable 
delay in the signal on the Internet-
connected devices compared to the AM 
radio! On the iDevices the delay can be as 
much as 30 seconds, a bit less via the 

Internet radio tuner. It’s “no big deal” if 
you’re used to it:-).

“One More Thing™: 
In early March Donald Trump referred to 
Apple CEO Tim Cook as “Tim Apple”. Th 
flub was quickly reported around the 
Internet. Cook later changed his name on 
Twitter to “Tim ”.  
<https://www.macrumors.com/
2019/03/07/tim-cook-twitter-name-tim-
apple/>

Cheers, 

Mike Millard 
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Meetings at Rosefield Uniting Church

2 Carlton Street Highgate
 (off Fullarton Rd, between Fisher Street & Cross 

Road) 
Street View  https://goo.gl/maps/3Zj4RFTpSHk

SA School Holidays, Public Holidays and 
Observances

http://www.calendar-australia.com/school-calendars/
south-australia/2019/1/0/1/1/

SAAUCery is the monthly newsletter of
South Australian Apple User Club Inc.
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