
Our next SAAUC meeting is…

Friday April 5th 
from 7:30pm
Numbers

(Come and Learn about using Apple’s spreadsheet application)

See location map on the last page. 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A word from our 
President…
PRESIDENT’S REPORT - SAAUC AGM,  
8th MARCH 2019

The Committee has met every month during 2018 

and continue to look 

at ways of 

connecting 

effectively with 

Members. We are 

conscious of the fact 

that a majority of our 

members are 

unable to attend 

evening meetings but also that it is not feasible to 

move this Friday evening meeting to a daytime one 

- the Wednesday afternoon meetings were 

abandoned due to lack of patronage and deemed 

not to be cost effective. The Google Group Email 

List is still the best forum for keeping in touch and 

up to date and our monthly online publication of 

SAAUCery continues to be a very informative read 

for which we can thank Rick Sarkanen and the 

contributions from Mike Millard in far flung Canada.

Judi Crouch presides over the Library and 

frequently finds useful publications to add to our 

collection. Thank you Judi for looking after the 

Library and keeping track of the borrowings.

SAAUC has a web page and a Facebook presence 

which Rick Sarkanen keeps up to date , for which 

expertise we are very grateful.

We try to cover a wide range of topics at our 

monthly Activities Meetings and during 2018 we 

covered Recording and preserving old media and 

videos, demonstrated the HomePod, tips and tricks 

for iOS, Facebook, creating a bootable macOS 

USB, the NBN, Security, keeping connected when 

travelling, and the new operating systems - macOS 

10.14 Mojave and iOS 12. Members are 

encouraged to suggest topics they would like to 

see covered at our meetings. SAAUC has always 

encouraged members to participate at meetings 

and to ask that troubling question which others are 

no doubt thinking. We hope that the atmosphere of 

friendship  and sharing will continue.

I would like to thank the members of the Committee 

for their support and work during 2018, Rick 

Sarkanen, Mike Laws, David Baker, Judi Crouch, 

Colin Heal and Peter Wiechmann. We meet on the 

third Monday of the month at 6pm in the Goodwood 

Community Centre, 32 Rosa Street Goodwood.

SAAUC was Incorporated in July 1982, five years 

after the Incorporation of Apple. This club hung in 

there during the time that Apple came to the brink 

of failure and followed the return of Steve Jobs,  his 

meteoric rise and Apple’s rise to be the most 

valuable company in the world. They have slipped 

from that number one spot but they continue to be 

the measuring stick for their competitors who have 

no compunction in stealing their hard earned 

research and development for their devices and 

putting their name to it. These days changes seem 

to be incremental but each year we still look 

forward to seeing what might be the next big thing, 

the ‘one more thing’.

Regards

Marie Good
SAAUC President
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…and a word from our 
Vice President

SAAUC-tastic! 
Can you provide a little time to help our 
club? Maybe you can present a topic at a 
Friday night meeting about something you 

have learnt. 
Or provide 
some content 
for our 
website or 
Facebook 
site. It doesn’t 
have to be a 
six page 
essay, maybe 

just a paragraph or two that could benefit 
our readers.
We also welcome contributions to our 
SAAUCery newsletter. Maybe you have 
taken a photo that could be used for the 
SAAUCery banner (at the top of this 
newsletter). Landscape images would 
work best, but please contact me (or send 
an email to info@saauc.org.au), and I’ll 
see what we can do.

In regards to our SAAUC committee, I’d 
like to thank Mike Laws for his work as 
Secretary for the last couple of years. The 
Secretary position is currently vacant, so if 
you are interested in helping out in this 
role, please contact Marie or myself. Being 
part of the SAAUC committee is quite 
enjoyable, for a small commitment to 
attend once-a-month meetings. 

We have a great club, let's keep it going.

Rick Sarkanen 
SAAUC Vice President

Mike’s Musings 

Why Just One Word…er? 

I’m indulging myself a bit here, talking 
about 
something 
that both 
“bugs” me 
and 
amuses 
me. It 
concerns a 
few 
examples 

of what 
seems to be a creeping practice—using 
two words were one has done perfectly 
well in the past.  The examples I’ll mention 
seem to have originated in the United 
States but have spread to Canada—
though possibly not used as much—and 
may have headed to the Southwest Pacific 
(you have to be the judges of that!).
For years, organisations that “do good 
works” who sought enough money to carry 
out their work were termed “non-profit”. 
Currently, “not-for-profit” seems to be a 
popular term. And, so often, share prices 
are said to have gone up “… percentage 
points, rather than just “… percent”. And 
the one that really bugs me seems to be 
very popular with Americans. They talk 
about someone “falling off of a ladder”.
They do eliminate a word sometimes. If 
they do something twice, they may say 
they did it “a couple times”, rather than “a 
couple of times”.
I am sure there are other examples. 
Please note: the opinions expressed here 
are mine alone! If you feel differently 
about these word usages, I could not 
argue with you:-)!
P.S. Americans may live on the second 
story of a place, not storEy, as other 
English-speakers do! And what you call the 
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“ground” floor in Australia, in the U.S. and 
Canada it is called the “first” floor.

Adventures with Siri 

A parent recently overheard this 
conversation:  
“14-month-old Sammy playing with his 
grandmother's phone: 'Daddy, Daddy!' 
Siri: 'I don’t know who your daddy is and I 
don’t know who you are’."

More Siri 

Not content with being a passive-
aggressive annoyance, Siri (C8) has taken 
inspiration from HAL and progressed to 
downright chilling. While trying to outsmart 
Siri a while back Joe Sharp of Stanmore 
"asked her to 'open the pod-bay doors', to 
which she coolly replied: 'I'm afraid I can't 
do that, Joe’."
(I tried it myself, to which came the reply: 
“Oh no! Not again!”)

Clarus the Dogcow - a Look 
Back 

Longtime Mac users may remember 
Clarus the Dogcow, a symbol that began 

as a “glyph” in 
the Cairo font of 
the original Mac, 
but over the 
following years 
was used in 
many places 
related to the 
Mac.
Stephen Hackett 
has made a 

video outlining the history of Clarus, at this 
URL:
<https://www.macrumors.com/2019/03/08/
clarus-the-dogcow/> 

Where To Keep Your 
Apps? 

Most people would add apps they need to 
their iPhone, so they have them close all 
the time. But it may be more prudent to 
keep certain apps somewhere else …
Apple introduced their HomeKit protocol a 
couple of years ago. Manufacturers have 
created many different products for the 
home incorporating HomeKit “intelligence” 
that are designed to be controlled by 
appropriate apps. Some categories of 
HomeKit products include lights, curtains, 
furnaces, air-conditioners, and locks—
even toilets! If you’ve upgraded your 
dwelling and you are about to leave work, 
you can close your curtains and have the 
house at a comfortable temperature by the 
time you walk in the front door.
So … you’ve got all the apps to control 
your HomeKit devices—in addition to your 
Address Book, some bank records and 
other personal information—but when you 
get home you cannot find your iPhone. 
How can you get into your house? Once 
there, do you freeze (or swelter, depending 
in the season) because you cannot control 
the heating (or air-conditioning)? Is there a 
“better way”?
I don’t own any HomeKit-compatible gear 
right now. If I did, I would buy the most 
basic iPod touch or recent-model iPhone I 
could find, and install all my HomeKit apps 
on it … and keep it at home! (I’d also 
install the HomeKit apps on my iPhone, so 
I have them with me.)
~~~~~~~~~~
I came to the above conclusion after 
hearing the story of a wonderful memory 
system a bloke told me about ages ago.
This bloke could not remember his college 
work, so he enrolled in a memory training 
course. The principle of it was that you 
remembered a passage of text by 
associating a single word with it. You recall 
the word and the text cam back to mind 
automatically. he got so good at his that 
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eventually he could remember the text of a 
whole book. It helped him do very well in 
his coursework.
Then came exam time. A friend greeted 
him coming out  after an exam looking 
absolutely miserable. When asked, he 
examinee explained. 
“I managed to remember whole books for 
the exam, associating a word with each 
book. For the exam, I then associated all 
these words with a specific single word. 
But when I got into the exam room, I could 
not remember that one word!”

Apple & Microsoft Retail 
Stores? 

I’ve been writing articles for Mac club 
newsletters for years. Trolling through the 
archives this afternoon brought up the 
following, that you might find amusing. (It 
is a bit dated, of course—“Vista”, anyone?
—and Microsoft is, of course, way better 
than it used to be, but I think it still stands 
up—for a chuckle …]

In mid-February, reports appeared from 
both Apple and Microsoft about retail 
stores.

Apple: The company plans to reorganise 
space within their stores, emphasising 
customer education and software over 
hardware. The latter would become a 
secondary focus in the stores, while 
applications and digital features of Apple 
products would be made more prominent.

At a store-front, the emphasis would be on 
“Why you’ll love a Mac”. Further in, iLife 
will be prominent. Near the rear, it would 
be iWork’s turn to feature. This seems to 
be consistent with Apple’s switch in how 
the iPhone and iPod touch are marketed, 
with focus on available applications—
nearly 20,000 by now. This move should 
begin quite soon, but will take several 
months to complete.

Microsoft: The company announced it 
intends to open its own corporate-branded 
stores “to take on Apple’s growing visibility 
among consumers”. To drive the project, 
Redmond has hired David Porter, a former 
high-level Wal-Mart executive. To date, MS 
has not said what products the stores 
would sell, or where or when they will 
open, but a leaked report lists some of 
their features: 

– Instead of Apple's sheer walls of glass, 
Microsoft's stores will have brushed steel 
walls dotted with holes—reminiscent of 
Windows security.
– The store will have six different 
entrances: Starter, Basic, Premium, 
Professional, Enterprise, and Ultimate. 
While all six doors will lead into the same 
store, the Ultimate door will require a fee of 
$100 for no apparent reason.
– Instead of a "Genius Bar" (as Apple 
provides) Microsoft will offer an “Excuse 
Bar”. It will be staffed by Microsofties 
trained in the art of evading questions, 
directing you to complicated and obscure 
fixes, and explaining that it's a problem 
with the hardware, not a software bug.
– Store hours are undetermined. At any 
given time the store mysteriously shuts 
down instantaneously for no apparent 
reason. (No word yet on what happens to 
customers inside).
– Acting after the fashioned of Vista’s User 
Account Control (UAC), sales personnel 
will ask you at least twice if you're positive 
you want to purchase something.
– The Xbox 360 section of the store will be 
organised in a ring—which will inexplicably 
go red occasionally.
– Store emergency exits will be unlocked 
at all times so people can get in any time 
they want, even if the front doors are 
locked.

Cheers, 

Mike Millard 
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Meetings at Rosefield Uniting Church

2 Carlton Street Highgate
 (off Fullarton Rd, between Fisher Street & Cross 

Road) 
Street View  https://goo.gl/maps/3Zj4RFTpSHk

SA School Holidays, Public Holidays and 
Observances

http://www.calendar-australia.com/school-calendars/
south-australia/2019/1/0/1/1/

SAAUCery is the monthly newsletter of
South Australian Apple User Club Inc.

 http://www.saauc.org.au –  https://www.facebook.com/saauc 
Editor: Rick Sarkanen

If you do not want to receive copies, please email us.
Images, Trade Marks, company and product names are the 

property of the respective owners and are used for educational, 
information and descriptive purposes only.

Original content © SA Apple Users' Club Inc. 
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