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Our next SAAUC meeting is...

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN
APPLE USERS’ CLUB

Friday February 8th
from 7:30pm

“Facetime, Skype & Web browsers”

*Note: It’s the second Friday of the month*
See location map on the last page.
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A word from our
President...

Have you ever felt mildly curious about the
young generation’s obsession with games.
I have had a
somewhat
bemused
attitude to the
whole genre.
Being tasked to
buy a specific
gameona 16
y.o. birthday
wish list, early
December saw
me enter a
games store. | realise it was Xmas season
but | was still amazed at the queue and
even more amazed at the hundreds of
dollars being handed over as fast as the
staff could manage to take it. These
games and associated add ons are not
cheap and | was overwhelmed by the
range and hundreds of choices. What was
also overwhelming was that they all knew
what they wanted. | suppose | knew what |
was after too, though | had/have no idea
what it was all about. | left wondering what
sort of life does a game have. | had a short
obsession with Pokemon Go which raged
around the world for a few months but now
seems to have disappeared from favour.
There is obviously millions of dollars to be
made if you hit the right chord with a new
game. Hence the computing world’s
fascination with Augmented Reality (AR)
and Atrtificial Intelligence (Al), to come up
with the killer game. For how long will all
these youngsters continue to be enslaved?
I'm still bemused.
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SAAUC President

...and a word from our
Vice President

At home we have a LG Airconditioner, an
essential component considering our
record 46.6C
last month.
It's about 15
years old, but
works fairly
well. Though |

\ have never
— \ been happy
T ——. with the
scheduling

functions on it.
You could turn it on, then set a timer (in
hours) to turn it off. However AFAIK you
couldn’t schedule it to turn on again
automatically.
| came across
a product
called
“Sensibo
Sky”, which
was selling at
a local retailer
for $129. It’s

features were just
what | needed. To
be able to control
your air conditioner
from your iPhone.
After purchasing the
device, | plugged it
in and proceeded to
set it up, which
requires the aircon’s
remote control.

If away from home, |
can start the air conditioner using the app
fo give the house time to cool down (or
heat up, depending on my requirements).
It can also can use your location, to turn on
or off, if you leave or arrive home. The
scheduling function allows you to setup
multiple actions. You can also share your
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device with other family members. Using a
web browser, you can access temperature
graphs, and has a log of who turns the
aircon on/off (via the Sensible Sky).

I love this gadget. It is very handy, and we
wonder how we have lived without it. Even
though it’s not certified for Apple HomeKit
just yet, it does support Siri Shortcuts.
More info can be found at htips./
sensibo.com

Rick Sarkanen
SAAUC Vice President

Secretarial Notes

SAAUC Club Meetings for February
and March & Voting at the 2019

AGM

To All SAAUC Members,

Please be advised that due the

Rosefield Uniting Church Hall being

double booked,

we have had to reschedule our

February and March Club Meetings

to the 2nd Friday for these two

months.

| have also been asked to remind

Members that under Club Rules you

are required to be a current financial

member to vote at the AGM in

March. A cutoff date of 28th

February has been applied to give

the Committee reasonable time to

compile the then current Member

List and other necessary paperwork

for this meeting.

Regards,

Mike Laws

Mike’s Musings

A New iPod Touch on the
Way?

In the last couple of months, | have seen
mention of signs that Apple may be
working on a new iPod Touch model. The
last Touch was introduced about four years
ago. (On their website these days the iPod
Touch is not
mentioned
I * I on the main
From
West

page, but
Vancouver

¥
@& N
" N searching
i for it
; brought it
up, soitis
still for
sale.)

{8

But an article the other day suggests that
Apple is bringing it out to help boost their
Services revenue. Currently, if parents
want to give their young children access to
games and such on an iDevice, it usually
means buying an iPhone. Sort of
expensive:-)?? So, they figure that an iPod
Touch will offer all the capabilities need to
us all these Apple Services, at a much
lower price. It’s explained well here:
<http://appleinsider.com/articles/19/01/29/
a-new-ipod-touch-is-coming-soon-if-the-
rumor-mills-are-correct>

For a few years now, | have used an iPod
Touch as a radio! It’s loaded with the
CBC’s Radio app—with that, | can listen to
the CBC even if overseas—and the Tuneln
Radio app, that lets me listen to the ABC’s
Classic FM (the CBC has little classical
music on their radio networks these days)
and Radio National (I enjoy their talks; |
even heard a CBC documentary on RN
recently).

A phenomenon | have noticed: the sound
from the iPod Touch, or another Internet
radio | have, tuned to a local CBC radio
station can be delayed by up to half a
minute compared to the sound from a
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conventional radio tuned to the same
station.

Microsoft Office Now in
the Mac App Storel

You can now get Microsoft Office from the
Mac App Store. It “went up” there a few
weeks ago, | think. Searching for Microsoft
Office will bring up a display with Microsoft
Office 365 at the top, with its six
components listed below— Word, Excel,
PowerPoint, Outlook, OneNote and
OneDirive.

A first reaction at seeing this might be: “On
each one, it says ‘Get—In App Purchases’,
which usually implies that it is free!”. But it
ain’t that simple:-)! Down the page a bit is
the statement: “A qualifying Office 365
subscription is required for Word, Excel,
PowerPoint and Outlook.” However, it
looks like if you buy one component of
Office, you get a free one-month trial of the
whole software suite.

A lot of MS Office nowadays is cloud-
based, so you can get at your documents
“in the cloud” in many different ways.
(Rather like Apple’s access to its iWork
apps and their documents.)

| did not see any prices for Office on the
website. They are likely there, but you may
have to “go deeper” to find them.

Many Mac users may feel more
comfortable buying MS Office through the
Mac App Store. | guess it is a good thing
that it is there. (I‘m quite happy just using
the iWork apps!)

More Streaming

| alluded to Streaming through the Internet
in SAAUCery of February last year. Now
there seem to be even more organizations
putting out apps for the Apple TV. Our CBC
recently issued an app (called CBC Gem),
and our BC-based public Knowledge

Network (KNOW) finally brought out an
app for the TV two months ago—1'd been
clamouring for one for a while!

CBC’s Gem offers recently broadcast
episodes of popular shows, as well as
episodes going back some way. KNOW’s
app offers much the same, along with
several shows from Australia ands New
Zealand (including about five seasons of
Underbelly) which may or may not actually
get broadcast.

It’s amazing to me just how much material
there is on YouTube. | like classical and
choral music—particularly live
performances in which the works are done
well. There are often multiple videos of the
same work. There are also many railway
videos, including condensed versions of
SBS’s “slow TV” documentaries of the
Ghan’s and Indian-Pacific’s end-to-end
journeys. | watched the 3-hour one of the
Ghan’s route, and quite enjoyed it!

I’m not sure if anyone will make something
similar of VIA Rails route between
Vancouver and Toronto. One of the Rocky
Mountaineer's two-day run —all in daylight
—between Vancouver and Edmonton
might be good, too.

A Few Things Already
Alluded To ...

These are a few Mac and iDevice “moves”
I’'ve alluded to in recent issues of
SAAUCery:.

AirDrop:
A simple way of copying files from a
Mac or iDevice to a nearby Mac or iDevice.
(SAAUCery, 2018-07: “AirDrop ...
Transferring Files Easily”)

Correcting transposed characters (Mac):
pitcure <select transposed
characters>, (Control-T>  picture
(SAAUCery 2018-08: “... One
More Thing!”)
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A Quick Look-up of a word or phrase’s
meaning in any text (Mac/iDevice):

Anyonglhave plans®o¥go’

¥

somewheére and stare at

(SAAUCery 2018-04: “...And “One their,phone thls erek‘elid"

More Thing”)

Cheers,

Mike Millard

The 2019 Calendar...

SAAUC Meetings 2019
Fridays @ 7:30pm
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Meetings at Rosefield Uniting Church
2 Carlton Street Highgate
(off Fullarton Rd, between Fisher Street & Cross
Road)
Street View https://goo.gl/maps/3Zj4ARFTpSHk

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN
APPLE USERS’ CLUB

SA School Holidays, Public Holidays and
Observances
http://www.calendar-australia.com/school-calendars/
south-australia/2019/1/0/1/1/

SAAUCery is the monthly newsletter of
South Australian Apple User Club Inc.
http://www.saauc.org.au — https://www.facebook.com/saauc
Editor: Rick Sarkanen
If you do not want to receive copies, please email us.
Images, Trade Marks, company and product names are the
property of the respective owners and are used for educational,
information and descriptive purposes only.
Original content © SA Apple Users' Club Inc.
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