
Our next SAAUC meeting is…

Friday February 8th 
from 7:30pm

*Note: It’s the second Friday of the month*
See location map on the last page. 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A word from our 
President…
How did you fare with New year 
resolutions this year and have you made 

new ones for 
2019? It’s 
amazing how 
easily we get off 
track with 
unforeseen 
events occurring 
when least 
expected. 2018 
has been good 
at spoiling best 
laid plans but, 

ever the optimist, i look forward to 2019 
bringing happier challenges. There are 
some tasks which seem to get put on the 
back burner - getting to know certain apps 
more fully, cleaning up my videos and 
photos… 
The year has shown up serious issues with 
social media and how that can be 
managed is going to challenge us as a 
society for years to come. I was pleased to 
read Tim Cook’s statement, around the 
time of the Google revelations, that 
‘Apple’s business model is not our clients’.  
We must always treat our computers and 
devices as our servants and not be ruled 
by them - they are there for our enjoyment 
and should not be a burden. But do enjoy 
them.
Wishing you every blessing, health and 
happiness for this New Year.

Happy New Year

Marie Good
SAAUC President

🎆 🎆 🎆

…and a word from our 
Vice President
2019 - What will Apple announce this 
year? Are you hoping something specific 

gets 
released? 
Maybe a new 
🖥 , 📱  or 
iPad this 
year. Or even 
an Apple⌚ .

Recently, I 
decided to 

head to the shops, and purchase a 
mountain bike 🚲
My young daughter is keen on riding her 
bike, so the time is right to join her…and 
maybe attempt to get a little bit fitter 
myself. I bought home my 2 wheeler (and 
no, it’s not an 
electric bike…just 
the traditional 
pedal power type), 
and the first thing 
she said was 
“Where are your 
training wheels 
daddy?”  — she’s 
a very cheeky girl.

What’s this got to 
do with Apple, you 
ask?

Well now I can now tap on my Apple 
Watch and select the “Outdoor Cycle” 
exercise. This provides such stats as total 
time, total distance, active/total kilojoules, 
average speed, average heart rate, 
elevation gain…and much more. 

Fingers crossed, it becomes a regular 
activity 🚲

Rick Sarkanen 
SAAUC Vice President
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Mike’s Musings

Happy New Year! 

I’d like to wish all SAAUC members a 
Happy 
New Year!, 
and hope 
people had 
an 
enjoyable 
Christmas. 
It seems 
like you’re 
getting 

some pretty unexpectedly high 
temperatures just now—my sister in 
Wagga Wagga (southern NSW) told me 
they were forecast to get a max of 44º the 
other day! Over Christmas and New Year 
we have just had typical Vancouver drizzle, 
quite chilly but no snow in the metro 
Vancouver area itself; some days were 
sunny, just to make things a little more 
bearable!
In the past few months I’ve discovered just 
what a variety of musical performances 
there are available on YouTube. I’m partial 
to classical music, particularly choral music
—and some rock ’n roll!—so enjoyed a 
complete Service of Nine Lessons and 
Carols from Kings College, Cambridge, 
and another choral concert I just happened 
upon, an hour of Christmas music from 
Norway. (My DVD of Kings College 
performing Handel’s Messiah got a full run 
through as well!) My Apple TV obviously 
was well used:-).

Alexa? Send more nuts and 
raisins… 

He’s always ready to swoop for a bargain
—and swears by early bird offers.
Rocco the parrot, who was rehomed from 
a sanctuary for swearing too much, has 
been accidentally placing orders on 

Amazon by chatting to voice-activated 
assistant Alexa. So far, the African Grey 
has “bought” a range of fruit and veg—
including watermelons, raisins and broccoli
—ice cream, a light bulb and even a kite.
Rocco was rehomed from the National 
Animal Welfare Trust Sanctuary in 
Berkshire because staff feared his use of 
swear words would upset visitors. 
Sanctuary worker Marion Wischnewski 
volunteered to foster him and him to her 
home in Blewbury, Oxfordshire. But he has 
since been using her Amazon Echo to 
order all the things he likes to eat.
The African Grey—a breed renowned for 
its ability to copy words—added shopping 
to a virtual supermarket list by speaking to 
the device. Miss Wischnewski said: “I have 
to check the shopping list when I come in 
from work and cancel all the items he’s 
ordered.”
Miss Wischnewski said of Alexa and 
Rocco’s relationship: “They chat away to 
each other all day. Often I come in and 
there’s music playing.” Alexa talks back to 
the parrot and plays music, with songs by 
American rockers Kings of Leon the bird’s 
favourite.

Steve Jobs Didn’t Care 
For Siri 

OK, he liked the product—a lot; just not the 
name when Apple acquired the company 
that developed it. The name stayed 
because Jobs could not come up with what 
he thought was a better option.

This trivium comes from Dag Kittlaus, who 
co-founded the original Siri company. “I 
worked with a lady named Siri in Norway 
and wanted to name my daughter Siri and 
the domain was available,” Kittlaus 
explained. “And also consumer companies 
need to focus on the fact that the name is 
easy to spell, easy to say.” (Apparently, 
“Siri” is Norwegian for “beautiful woman 
who leads you to victory”.) The product 
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first appeared as a free offering at the 
iPhone App Store.

The Mac’s Hidden Mark-Up 
Tools 

Have you ever had an image that just 
begged for a speech balloon with a snarky 
comment coming from your spouse (or 
baby), or needed a villainous Snidely 
Whiplash handlebar moustache added to 
your boss (or baby)? Ever wanted to 
highlight or magnify part of an image for 
special attention, or simply crop a 
screenshot or other image?
This is the start of an article from TidBITS 
about the “Mark-up Tools” available in 
many apps in macOS, where and how they 
can be used. To get to the article, go to: 
https://tidbits.com/2018/11/19/

then scroll down the page a little way to 
the heading for the article. Click on the 
heading to bring up the full article.

Getting Back at Parcel 
Thieves 

Here is an account of how one person got 
back at people who were stealing parcels 
left at his door by couriers, by means of 
personal creativity: 
https://www.macrumors.com/2018/12/18/
glitter-bomb-trap-homepod/
(This story was played up in the media a 
few weeks ago. There were allegations 
thats some of the “actions” were staged.)
Cheers, 

Mike Millard  

The 2019 Calendar… 
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Meetings at Rosefield Uniting Church

2 Carlton Street Highgate
 (off Fullarton Rd, between Fisher Street & Cross 

Road) 
Street View  https://goo.gl/maps/3Zj4RFTpSHk

SA School Holidays, Public Holidays and 
Observances

http://www.calendar-australia.com/school-calendars/
south-australia/2019/1/0/1/1/

SAAUCery is the monthly newsletter of
South Australian Apple User Club Inc.

 http://www.saauc.org.au –  https://www.facebook.com/saauc 
Editor: Rick Sarkanen

If you do not want to receive copies, please email us.
Images, Trade Marks, company and product names are the 

property of the respective owners and are used for educational, 
information and descriptive purposes only.

Original content © SA Apple Users' Club Inc. 
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