Our next SAAUC meeting is...

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN
APPLE USERS’ CLUB
--

Friday February 2nd
from 7:30pm

To Be Announced

See location map on the last page.



A word from our President...

Happy New Year everyone. Hectic days of the past two weeks finds me
without any new year’s resolutions so, am thinking about them as | write. One
can be to remember what the previous year’s resolutions were!, another,
more relevant , would be to stop playing solitaire so much on my iPhone and
to spend more useful time sorting out old photos and videos on my Mac. | am
one to be delighted with the latest most brilliant new technology, hardware or
software but it was brought home to me in the last few days that much of our
personal memories and history are languishing
on old media files and equipment. If not copied
to new software they run the risk of being lost.
Having access to an older Mac means | can
move older formats to newer ones if need be. It
can be a slow and tedious process but it would
be a tragedy to lose all those precious
memories. It raises the question will our data
files of photos and videos be accessible in 100
j’ : years. Photos can be printed and stored but

videos are more difficult to future proof. That
should keep me busy for 2018.

of

Yesterday | spent some time with a friend who
has forty plus pieces of electrical equipment in his home controlled from his
iPhone. He turns on lights, draws curtains and blinds, swivels the location of
TV ... This is the first time I've seen HomeKit working in a home and it is
impressive. I’'m not about to convert my home but it’s exciting to see how
smoothly it can be done and how particularly useful for anyone with a
disability. Some new technology is cute and gimmicky but from it often comes
practical applications. | am grateful to all those inventive individuals who have
made our lives so easy and interesting.

Regards
Marie

SAAUC President



...and a word from our Vice President

Happy New Year to our SAAUC members. Hopefully everyone has had some
rest & relaxation in preparation for a big 2018!

Apple have recently released the iMac Pro.

With prices starting at $7299, the cost can

quickly rise if you want the best. Upgrade the

CPU, RAM and Storage, and you’ll soon find

the cost has blown out to $21K-22K, especially
\ if you throw in Apple Care and some software
% titles like Final Cut Pro.

Any SAAUC members looking to buy the iMac Pro?

iMac Pro
A$20,743.00

2.3GHz 18-Core Intel Xeon W
processor with Turbo Boost up to
4.3GHz

128GB of 2666MHz DDR4
ECC memory

4TB SSD

Radeon Pro Vega 64 with 16GB of
HBM2 memory

Magic Mouse 2 + Magic
Trackpad 2 — Space Grey

VESA Mount Adapter Kit for
iMac Pro — Space Grey

Magic Keyboard with Numeric
Keypad — US English — Space Grey

Looking forward to seeing as many members attend our Friday meetings.
Bring a friend, because as they say, the more the merrier.

STOP PRESS: Look out for some exciting news coming early in 2018.

Rick
SAAUC Vice President



Mike’s Musings

“Yes, I've Got Wi-Fi. What's A Router?”

We bought a Bondi Blue iMac G3 in the very late 1990s. At first we got to the

outside world by dialling out through the inbuilt 56k modem, but signed up for

broadband a couple of years later. The iMac was connected to the broadband
modem via an Ethernet cable.

In 1999, a Steve Jobs “dog and pony
* show” introduced the “toilet seat” iBook,
*
Mo

and a marvellous “Look, Ma. No wires!”

From demo of it communicating with a nearby

West iMac with no obvious hardwired
Vancouver connection. This was Apple’s
BC introduction of Wi-Fi. Both the new

iBook and the G3 iMac had a slot for an
optional “Airport” Wi-Fi card. About this
time, | was lucky enough to win an
iBook in our Mac club’s annual “major” raffle around that time. Not having two
broadband modems, | bought an Airport card for each machine and plugged
them in.

But no-one had really heard of Wi-Fi “routers” then. Instead, | did what was
commonly done at he time—that is, to set up the iMac, connected to the
Internet via the Ethernet cable, as a Wi-Fi “hot spot”. (At that time, | didn’t
know that’s what the set-up was called.) But, having installed Airport cards in
both machines, | configured, and tested, and found | could take the iBook to a
different room from the iMac, and get out to the Internet! (Of course, the iMac
had to be “up” for it all to work!)

The initial move to have all this happen was to enable “Internet Sharing” on
the iMac. And it all worked very well. | cannot exactly remember when we got
our first actual “Wi-Fi router”. (We’ve had an Apple Time Capsule—Airport
Extreme router with built-in 2 TB hard drive, for Time Machine backups—for a
while now.)

You can still do this on any current Mac with an Ethernet (RJ-45) port to
connect to your broadband modem. (My 2017 iMac has an Ethernet port, but
not our late model Mac laptop. But there seem to be plenty of USB-to-
Ethernet adapters on sale. ) Here is an article that tells you how to do aII that:

QtspQI-share-yQurwwed connection 3653936/>


https://www.macworld.co.uk/how-to/mac/how-turn-your-mac-into-wi-fi-hotspot-share-your-wired-connection-3653936/
https://www.macworld.co.uk/how-to/mac/how-turn-your-mac-into-wi-fi-hotspot-share-your-wired-connection-3653936/
https://www.macworld.co.uk/how-to/mac/how-turn-your-mac-into-wi-fi-hotspot-share-your-wired-connection-3653936/

Soon after this, all Mac models came with Wi-Fi capability as standard. | think
it was a few years on before most PCs came with built-in Wi-Fi.

"Salve, iMacus Pro!"

After announcing it some time ago, then talking it up for months, Apple finally
allowed the new iMac Pro to go on sale, on December/14th last. “So ...
what’s the big deal? Isn't it just like any other iMac?” Yes, it is ...except it
comes only in Space Grey, it’s freakin’ fast, and bloody expensive! And
nothing on it is “user-replaceable”!

All this means that, unless you’re a poseur who buys a Lamborghini just to
drive down to the shops, you’re not be going be buying an iMac Pro unless
you need the power and speed for, say, editing large video files in Final Cut
Pro X in a realistic time! (Mind you, Space Grey does look pretty spiffy!)

Not too many moons ago, many Mac models had little “holes” that a user
could open to add or replace RAM (memory) chips. The iMac Pro is a “closed
shop” to users in that respect—though an “Authorised Apple Dealer” can
change RAM for you. A bad idea, methinks ... This means that you must have
a good idea how much RAM and storage space you feel you’ll need for the
foreseeable future before you buy.

So, you’re cruisin’ over to the Apple Store in your Lamborghini, thinking about
that huge 27-inch 5K monitor picture. And to go with your Lambo in Space
Grey, you HAVE to be buying the Biggest and Best in an iMac Pro. So what
would that look like? It would be one with the 18-core 2.3 GHz Intel Xeon W
processor and the Vega 64 graphics processor and its 16 GB of memory,
maxed out with 128 GB of RAM and the 4TB SSD of storage. And of course
you’d get the Space Grey Magic Trackpad 2 to go with it!

What would this set you back? According to <https://www.apple.com/au/
shop/buy-mac/imac-pro>, $20,634.00 at Aussie Apple Stores. OR ... you can
say you’re paying that amount for one of the exclusive new Space Grey
Lightning cables “and a maxed-out iMac Pro comes with it! At no extra cost!”.

We’'ll just have to see how well this new model does with “professional” Mac
users. Apple says they are “updating” the Mac Pro, too, but no details have

come forth on that yet. Will it be a step beyond the iMac Pros in power? We
must wait and see.

And on another topic ...

The iMac Pro sounds very promising, and perhaps a newer Mac Pro will be
even better. But many “real world” Mac users are pretty browned off at Apple
for not having updated the Mac mini for years.These are people who would


https://www.apple.com/au/shop/buy-mac/imac-pro
https://www.apple.com/au/shop/buy-mac/imac-pro

like to be able to use all their own peripherals, but don’t need anywhere near
the power of a Mac Pro.

My “Comic Life"

OK, just to dispel misinterpretations of the title right off the bat, | am ... not a
comedian, nor a comic strip artist ... but | do
own a copy of the app Comic Life. | think the

2 designers’ original intention was that it be
BW 3 used for creating comic strips, but in making
use of its capabilities for placing imported
images and versatile lettering | have had
great fun creating many pieces of dubious
artistic merit.

The app is published by Plasq LLC. lts
developers, Cris Pearson and Keith Lang,
founded the company in Melbourne;

g[owé/ gm@ however, they have since moved on to other
things. Current members of the company are
B ue PW dispersed through several different parts of
the world(*).

The app provides detailed templates for

comic strips in different formats, but | don’t
feel I’'m up to using them. Instead, | like
importing images or photos and adding balloons containing dialogue or other
lettering appropriate to the occasion. Many done this way have been birthday
wishes for friends or family members, based on a photo of them | have taken
at some stage, with appropriate wording added.

There are versions of Comic Life for both macOS and iOS; | have both, but
find the larger Mac screen much easier to work on. You have to trim images
elsewhere, but you can then import say a small image to lay over part of the
main background image. You can create dialogue balloons, or create lettering
that just lies on the page. For either, there are many fonts available in the app
—some neat ones being “a bit on the wild side”!

Try Comic Life; | think you'll like it:-). Herewith, a few of the “pieces of dubious
artistic merit” for your consideration ...

(*) <https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plasg>
Cheers,

Mike Millard


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plasq

God
Save My
Gracious Me
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It's still
MY song!

Charles!
Stop that!
At once!
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Meetings at Rosefield Uniting Church
2 Carlton Street Highgate
(off Fullarton Rd, between Fisher Street & Cross Road)

Street View https://goo.gl/maps/3Zj4ARFTpSHk
SA School Holidays, Public Holidays and Observances
http://www.calendar-australia.com/school-calendars/south-australia/2018/1/0/1/1/
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