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See location map below.



A word from our President...

It's that time of year which is in between Apple special events; hardware
upgrades have been released and we are waiting
for the releases of macOS, High Sierra, iOS11
and, of course, the highly anticipated iPhone 8.
So, the perfect time to be doing some computer
housekeeping - clearing out the unwanted and
sprucing up the files and tidying up the desktop.
Over a few months, my desktop becomes littered
with so much 'stuff' it is hard to find anything. The
Desktop Picture looks so much better when it is
cleaned up. Make sure everything is backed up in
readiness for the new operating systems, either
with Time Machine and/or portable hard drive for

a Mac or, for iOS devices, iPads and iPhones, back

up to a computer or iCloud. Run Disk Utility on a Mac and do a restart on an

iPad by holding down the Home Button on an iPad/iPhone at the same time
as pressing the start button until the Apple icon appears. It's worth breathing
that little bit of new life into our computers and devices. Good to be getting
everything in smooth working order before updating to something completely

new to be challenged to working out all that is different in the new OS! &)

o

Regards

Marce



...and a word from our Vice President

| have finally made a leap to enable iCloud for Photos. There are a number of
ways to ‘sync’ photos, but two of the most common are iCloud and iTunes.
But there were times that | wondered whether all my devices contained all of
my photos - or whether some were missing.
So it was time to enable iCloud for Photos. After a
little bit of reading, | started by checking how much
storage | would need, which happens to be just
over 35GB with about 6500 photos and 160
videos. | signed up for 50GB of iCloud storage at
$1.49 per month..which should be enough initially
anyway. Moving to a 200GB iCloud will set me
back $4.49 per month. | do have local backups of
my photos, but if a disaster ever occurred, and |
lost everything at home, | expect to rely on iCloud
for my precious memories.

Even though | do regular backups, | exported all my photos & videos to a
separate folder on my MacBook Pro. This was for safety’s sake. Then |
enabled iCloud for Photos on my iPhone, and it provided a warning that will
remove all photos that have been sync’d with iTunes. So | thought ‘Thats
ok...l have a backup”. Then my photo library on my iPhone was reduced by
about 4000 photos. It started the upload of remaining photos to the iCloud,
whilst my Mac was also uploading my library. All seemed to be going as
expected.

Now the sad part to this story is internet speed. On any internet link, people
normally download faster than they upload, and my ADSL connection is
exactly that. | generally download at 10-11mbps, but upload is generally a
maximum of 1mbps. So after 8 days, | now have 20GB in my iCloud account,
so I’'m expecting a few more days till all my photos and videos have
uploaded.

Once that is done, | will export all Photos from my iPad, and enable iCloud for
Photos on that as well. | could have enabled all of my devices at the same
time, but | prefer to be careful, as | hadn’t done this before.

I’m looking forward to the end result, and will let you know how it went in next
months edition of SAAUCery.

Rick
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South Australia’s "Big Battery”

In early July, | found a very interesting article about South Australia’s “Big
Battery”, being by the South Australian government in conjunction with Eon
Musk to help guarantee a sustained flow of electrical power from solar and
wind-generating plants to consumers.

The idea is, of course, that power from these plants is intermittent—viz, solar
can only generate when the sun shines, and wind can only do so when wind
blows. But consumers need a steady flow of electricity. This “battery” will take
in power when it is generated, then flow it out steadily.

This sounds like a very good idea. There is very little pollution from any of this
technology. Other places rely on much “dirtier” means of providing a steady
flow of power—generating plants fired by coal or natural gas. In British
Columbia, where | live, there are a few solar and wind plants; but we are
blessed with mountains and rivers so nearly all our power comes from hydro-
electricity, hence no pollution. (I think there may be one or two small coal-fired
generating plants, but they may not be in regular use.)

Apparently there were widespread power outages in South Australia, which
many people blamed on failure at some wind-farms. But an Adelaide friend
suggests that, rather, the wild weather interrupted power by bringing down
many transmission line towers.

Personally, | think this is a great way of supplying power, certainly much less
polluting than burning coal ...



"Do You Agree to These Conditions?"

My local library offers free Wi-Fi inside its building, but before you can
connect up comes a set of conditions of usage which you must read and
“click to agree” to connect. You encounter this situation many times in your
Internetting.

Some such agreement pages are known to contain pretty onerous and
unreasonable conditions, most of which people may never encounter, but if
you click to agree, it does mean you have accepted them, and implicitly that
you are bound by them. | confess to never reading these conditions—like, I'm
sure, most people, | “just click through”.

Purple, an Internet service in the U.K, recently added some pretty unusual
conditions of usage to their page, and found lots of people “just click”, thus
accepting those conditions. The company added a "community service
clause" to its usual terms that stated users may be required, at Purple's
discretion, to carry out 1,000 hours of community service that may include:
“cleansing local parks of animal waste," "providing hugs to stray cats and
dogs," "manually relieving sewer blockages," "cleaning portable lavatories at
local festivals and events," "painting snail shells to brighten up their
existence," and "scraping chewing gum off the streets.” Not surprisingly, a lot
of people agreed to the terms: not a couple of dozen or even few hundred,
but more than 22,000 in two weeks.

Purple said: “The real reason behind our experiment is to highlight the lack of
consumer awareness when signing up to use free Wi-Fi.” Users who
attempted to connect had the opportunity to flag the questionable clause in
return for a prize. Only one person spotted it over the two-week experiment.

"My Photos Library's Gone Funny On Mel!"

This was, essentially, the message a member, Colin Heal, posted to the Club
Google groups recently. The app was misbehaving quite badly—things not
coming up that should have, for example—even though it had been working
perfectly the time before he used it. Nothing Colin tried would fix the problem.
In the end he did find a fix for it—an action Apple terms “Repair Photos
Library” —which got his library back to good health. To do it:

1) Hold down the Command and Option keys while clicking on the icon for
Photos to run the app;

2) In the dialogue box that appears, click on the Repair button;

3) This starts a repair process, whose progress you can see in the bar below.
Even with a library of several thousand photos, the Repair run should not very
long—a matter of minutes, typically.



(Do the moves for this operation remind anyone of the old System 7 days of
the Mac. “Hold down the Command and Option keys when starting up your
Mac to Rebuild the Desktop™?)

Adobe to “Kill" Flash by 2020

Adobe today announced plans to “kill off” its Flash browser plug-in, ceasing
development and distribution of the software at the end of 2020.

The elimination of Flash and Flash Player should not heavily impact most
users because popular browsers have already moved away from the format.
Starting with macOS Sierra and Safari 10, Apple disabled Adobe Flash by
default to focus on HTML 5, and Flash has never been available on Apple's
iIOS devices. Google's Chrome browser has also been de-emphasizing Flash
since the middle of last year.

Adobe's Flash Player has always suffered from a never-ending stream of
critical vulnerabilities that expose Mac and PC users to malware and other
security risks. Vendors like Microsoft and Apple have had to work continually
over the years to keep up with security fixes.

Apple Kills off the iPod Nano and Shuffle

On July/27th, Apple officially discontinued the iPod Nano and Shuffle from its
product line. The iPod fouch remains—in fact, the company boosted its
memory to 32 Gb and 128 GB with no increase in price(*). At the same time,
all mention of the two products was remove from Apple product web pages,
and they will no longer be available from Apple Stores. Apple dealers will
continue to sell any they still have in stock.

The iPod shuffle was introduced in January 2005, and last updated in
September 2010. The iPod nano launched in September 2005, and got a
minor update with new colour options in 2015, but hasn't seen any notable
hardware updates since October 2012.

(*) The Australian Apple Store has the 32 GB iPod touch for $299.00, the 128
GB model for $449.00.

Cheers,

Mike


https://www.macrumors.com/2016/06/14/safari-macos-sierra-plugins-disabled-default/
https://www.macrumors.com/2016/08/10/chrome-flash-block-by-default/
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Meetings at Rosefield UC 2 Carlton Street Highgate
(off Fullarton Rd, between Fisher Street & Cross Road)

Street View https://goo.gl/maps/3Zj4ARFTpSHk
Meeting dates for 2017

August 4, September 1, October 6, November 3, December 1

SA School Holidays, Public Holidays and Observances
<http://www.calendar-australia.com/school-calendars/south-australia/2017/1/0/1/1/>
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SAAUCery is the monthly newsletter of
South Australian Apple User Club Inc.
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Editor: Rob Fazakerley (Secretary)
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